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 denotes a baptism during the morning service. For more details,
    see  the Family News on page

 Mrs Helen Cornick is the London District President of Methodist
    Women in Britain  (MWiB).
The services are available on Zoom - watch on your screen or listen on
your phone. To get the link email smchurchzoom@gmail.com (the same
link each week).  An audio recording is put on the website by 7pm each
Sunday.

Revd Soon Cheol Choi
choi_sc@hotmail.com   020 8654 5481

Mr Bennie Harms (Lay Pastor)  07900 890384
bennieharms@croydonmeth.org

Shirley Methodist Church    Eldon Ave, Shirley,  CR0 8SD

mailto:smchurchzoom@gmail.com
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The leadership team of Shirley
Methodist Church trust that you
are keeping well. Life has brought
many changes to our community
in the past few years what with the
pandemic and all. Unfortunately,
many have experienced the loss of
loved ones and friends. We pray
that this means of contact will be a
source of blessing and encourage-
ment to you.

We have become ‘a different sort
of church’ in unprecedented ways.
We celebrate, with Christians in
other churches, that the very place
in which the body of Christ finds its
identity, offers prayer, and receives
solace in time of crisis—our church
buildings—are no longer closed
and we can share together in
fellowship and community as we
had done for many years before.
Our services are held both in the
church and in the ‘air’ through
Zoom, which allows us to share
with others online – whether it’s
local members in their homes or
others elsewhere in the world!

The Pastoral and Leadership teams
are doing their best to stay in
touch with everyone in the
congregation, but if you have not
had a phone call from anyone, or
you need support in any way at all,

. If you have an email
address that we might not have,
and you would like to receive
emails from us then

God bless you!
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Elizabeth Smart writes:
We are delighted that two morn-
ing services this month will include
a baptism.  we welcome
a family from Korea, who have
asked Revd Choi to baptize their
baby daughter,

 (Ju-Hyung
and Yoo-Ri are their first names.
In Korea, married women still
keep their maiden names.)

Bennie Harms is baptising

younger daughter,  on
. Elisia’s big sister,

is a keen member of Sunday
Morning Club and well known to
Sunday morning congregations.

The photo,
taken a year ago,
shows Amelie with
Elisia.

It seems that the months are
moving too fast for us to keep up
but maybe it’s because I have just

been moving a bit slower than
normal!   Preparations are under-
way for the Platinum Jubilee
Community Garden Party when
we will come together with our
neighbours, friends and those
who use the church premises for
activities. This will also be an
opportunity to welcome all who
may just be passing by to join us
on this very special day.
(See pages 6-7)

We remember church family and
friends, especially those who are
vulnerable as we acknowledge
Covid has not gone away.  Our
prayers are with Jose Riddiough in
hospital; Stanley and Rosemarie
Nalliah; Vicky Lynch-Shyllon; Akos
Abadoo; Pam and Alan Harper (it
was good to see Alan at church
on Easter Sunday); Peggy and
Maurice Graham; Lambert Rae;
Reg Young – it was lovely to hear
from Reg after his birthday; Alan
Correya; Jean and Frank Brooks;
Anthony and Lesley Vigurs; Gwen
Richardson; Sureya dos Santos
and Marcos; Adele and her
brother John.
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We hold in our thoughts and
prayers the residents and staff,
volunteers and chaplains at Hall
Grange. The Wilderness Garden is
such a beautiful and peaceful
space to enjoy and we hope that,
as the days get warmer, they will
be able to spend time outdoors.

We remember all our children and
young people returning to
school/college after the Easter

Holidays; we especially pray for
those who will be sitting their GCSE
and A Level exams.

Stop Press News: Reg Young will be
staying at Hall Grange in May and
hopes to come to Shirley Methodist.

While Elizabeth was recovering at
home after her operation earlier this
year, the editors covered the Family
News. We are delighted she is ‘back’!

The Wilderness’ Head Gardener, Adam Fuller, left the Wilderness at the
end of April to take up
another (gardening) post.

On his last day a good
number of the volunteers
gathered in the garden at
coffee break, to thank him
for his work in transforming
the Wilderness during his
two years there.

We were grateful for his organisation of the weekly volunteers’ sessions.
Adam worked alongside us most weeks.
We shall all miss him.

Please contact us if you would like someone - or yourself - to be
prayed for by members of . Names are only
taken with the consent of the person concerned and stay on the
chain for a week.    Elizabeth Smart  020 8777 2055
or via  the ‘contact us’ form on www.shirleymeth.org.uk

http://www.shirleymeth.org.uk
http://www.shirleymeth.org.uk
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It has been such a long time since
we have held a Community event!
We want to let people know Shirley
Methodist Church is still here! We
have invited some charities close to
our heart to run a stall – to fund-
raise and to give them much need-
ed publicity. We have invited those
who use our premises during the
week to put on displays and enter-
tain us!  Then we have our own
church fund-raisers – to help us fill
our church coffers.

Bakers - your cakes are
popular so we will need LOTS!
Please sign the list in the Welcome
Area or call Fran Byard   020 8405
3222  and bring them .

Are you a gardener?  Do
you have plants you could bring

 for the Plant Stall – in
aid of Hall Grange Amenity Fund

 (we must emphasise this is
NOT a Great Book Sale - we would

just like some lovely books – fiction
or non-fiction) Please do NOT
spread the word that we need
books or we will be inundated!!
There will be a box in the Welcome
Area during May for donated
books AND bric a brac (see below)

We must
emphasise that this is not a Jumble
Sale!  No clothing or furniture –
just a few bits and bobs that you
no longer want that our visitors
might like to buy. This stall will be
in aid of TWAM.

 If so, could you
knit either small teddy bears
or squares?  The Knitting Angels
knit blankets and bonding squares
for the Special Care Baby Units at
the Princess Royal Hospital and
Croydon University Hospital. We
can provide wool, knitting needles
and patterns. Come and speak to
Elizabeth Smart, Jean Baxter or
Christine Leonida at church or call
Elizabeth on 0208 777 2055
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‘Never the same again’ – the weeks
leading up to Easter 2022 will go
down in history as one which
changed this world, in which we
live, forever! War and fighting;
refugees fleeing; floods and
famine; COVID – with rumours of
new variants almost daily; politics
and politicians – what is real, the
truth, or simply fake news!   No
longer are we confined to our
homes; the skies have become
avenues again to faraway places
promising sunshine, sea, and sand!
The dread and fear which we faced
during the lockdown periods for
COVID have simply been replaced
with serious concerns over the cost
of living and whether we will
survive all of this and more.
Inflation is at record levels and
quite frankly the picture is pretty
grim!

And yet, a few short weeks ago, we
were meeting together in our
churches, joyfully proclaiming,

If we return to those first days of
the Resurrection, we’ll see the
disciples experiencing their own
form of ‘lockdown’ as well. After
Jesus’ crucifixion, they locked
themselves in the Upper Room –
where they’d shared the Passover
Meal
together
-
because
they
were
afraid of
the
Jewish leaders (John 20 vs 19).

Scripture tells us that the women
followers of Jesus, were sitting
watching where his body was laid,
so they knew where to go when
the Sabbath was over. For them
and the other disciples everything
had come to a sudden end! Life
was never to be the same again!
They’d been sat on their hands so
to speak in obedience to the law
(Luke 24:56) but now things were
to change because they could go
out. Go out to the tomb.
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For the disciples the Upper Room
had become a place of ‘despair
and defeat’. With Jesus gone, I’m
sure they felt that there was
nothing to look forward to. No
hope; know despair.

You might be feeling the same
about the present global situation
and the difficulties we face at
home. Will we ever get out of this
situation? When will it all change?
Having to sit on your hands, doing
nothing can be very debilitating
and defeating. No hope; know
despair.

Mary (and the others) rested on
the SABBATH in obedience to the
law. And so, they remained
indoors. Not venturing out at all.
How did you handle those ‘seem-
ingly endless days of lockdown’?
The TV, social media, newspapers
were all full of ideas on how to
remain sane during those days.
Your place (or frame of mind) can
change. We were encouraged to
read, exercise, communicate with
others – you name it, someone was

encouraging you to do it. For Mary
and her friends, they were thinking
about Jesus – a dead body and
what they needed to do to it, when
they were free to do so.
Now that we are free to come and
go at our leisure, can I encourage
you to spend some time, for
contemplation and reflection. I pray
that you may experience a time of
‘new experiences, new ways.’

When Mary and the other women
went to the same place of Defeat
and Despair – the tomb; they
found a new place of

. With the words of the angels
ringing in their ears they ran back
to the others (in their debilitating
place of lockdown) and told them
“He is alive!” With those words
came
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        We all enjoy coffee or tea after the service on Sunday
        mornings…

        Please may we have some assistance with this task?
� All it involves is putting a few items on the trolley.
� Boiling some kettles to fill the flasks with hot water before

the service.
� Serving out the drinks and clearing away afterwards. (As

we use paper cups, there is no washing up!)
        We’d like to set up a rota - rather than it falling on one or
        two people every week! Fran Byard would love to hear from
        you –  020 8405 3222

Because of His death, we can now
enjoy forgiveness and grace, allow-
ing us to move forward. Charles
Wesley wrote, ‘he breaks the power
of cancelled sin; he sets the prisoner
free’ (StF 364), and also, ‘My chains
fell off, my heart was free, I rose
went forth and followed thee’ (StF
345)

It is my prayer that you may know
this ‘newness’ today! Despite all the
war and fighting; refugees fleeing;
floods and famine; COVID – with
rumours of new variants almost

daily; politics and politicians – what
is real, the truth, or simply fake
news! Despite all of this I pray that
this will be for you a time of ‘free-
dom and fullness of NEW life’ that
comes from knowing Jesus Christ
personally.

May God bless you,
Bennie
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Jean Beecher writes:
The focus of the campaign this
year will be Zimbabwe - where
support will be given to people
whose lives have been radically
altered by climate change. -
droughts lasting up to three years,
plus a cyclone in 2019, are causing
people to lose their homes and
livelihoods. With seven out of ten
women relying on farming to make
a living, many go hungry.

Great grandmother, Janet Zirugo,
cares for a number of children as
several in her family have been
orphaned. She and her daughter
Nyarai prepare the land on her
farm to grow crops, back breaking
work. There was a time when they
faced unbearable hunger – now
she praises God that, with the help
of Christian Aid partners Commu-
nity Technology Development Or-
ganisation (CTDO) there is food on
the table.  Farmers can grow

drought-resistant crops and benefit
from water taps being set up. Janet
says “My life is changing, It makes
me happy to see my family are
strong and well-fed.”

Jerina. another determined woman
also suffered to survive during the
recent drought. Once again,
Christian Aid was there to help.
Money collected for a Christian Aid
Week provided her with training to
become a welder. She now works
in a welding workshop at Lot Busi-
ness Centre. She has her own
grinder and a job she loves; this
dignified lady is proud to provide
for her family.

Jessica Mwedzi is the mother of
four young children and spends
much of her day working on her
farm, preparing the land, then
carrying maize to the mill which
she grinds to make porridge. She is
in the photo above. However hard
she works, there are times when
there is only one meal of porridge
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a day for her and her four young
children. She says, “My children
crave a decent meal, but I can’t
provide. It pains me to send my
children to bed hungry.”

Money from this year’s Christian
Aid Week can stop this cycle of
poverty. With help to grow
drought-tolerant crops and training
to preserve and store food for use
on the dry season, Jessica and her
family can look to a hopeful future.

The love that these three women
have for their children and grand-
children together with their deter-
mination to provide for them, often
against overwhelming odds, shines
out in their lives.

With our donations, and help and
advice from Christian Aid’s local
partners, many more families can
be lifted out from poverty.

Thank you for your giving this
Christian Aid Week.

 There will also
be a devotional booklet ‘Hungry
for Justice’ with relevant Bible
readings for use during Christian
Aid Week.

And although injustice divides us, hope unites us;
bringing us together in faith, inspiring us,and driving us to action.

Because hope makes peace possible, hope makes freedom
unquestionable, hope brings a better tomorrow for everyone.

Just because life isn’t fair now, doesn’t mean it can’t be
                                   and it starts with hope.
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We meet from 9.15 to 10am in the
church lounge. Our time together
is often spent in our own private
prayers as well as for the needs of
the world.

We gather at 10am for a 10.15am
start. This will be the last session of
Glimpses of God - ' The God who
calms our fears’. If you are unsure
whether this type of group is for
you, may we encourage you come
and sit in on our discussions?

Southern Retreat - Wychcroft Retreat Centre
 29-31 July

Be Still and Know Leader Rev Hilary Fife

Hilary is an Anglican priest who, up until for her recent retirement, was
Senior Chaplain at Croydon University Hospital, as well as leading
reflective days.

The retreat will be in silence from Friday night to Sunday lunch time and
will follow the format of inputs from the leader, each followed by ample
time for private reflection, in the peaceful stillness of the presence of
God.

Wychcroft, the Southwark Diocesan Retreat and Resource Centre, is a
Victorian house 22 miles south of London, set in the heart of the Surrey
countryside near Bletchingly and 5 miles from Redhill train station.
https://www.wychcroft.org/index/

The cost for the weekend (accommodation and full board) is £190

Please contact. Brian-car@hotmail.co.uk or 01883 370945



14

Jenny Crook writes:
On 15 April, Good Friday and the
hottest day of 2022 so far, with the
temperature well into the 20s,
about 45 of us gathered at 2pm in
the Wilderness garden, behind
MHA Hall Grange., where Bennie
Harms led a meditation. Whilst the
majority there were Shirley
Methodists, we welcomed friends
from Addington, Christ Church,
Downsview, South Norwood and St
John’s.

We gathered in the Outdoor
Classroom, initially for Bennie to
explain what would happen and
then coming together for the final
station, listening to music and
prayer.

The meditation was based on five
Stations of the Cross, reduced from
the traditional fourteen. Each
station was marked on a map of
the garden; at each station was a
piece of inspiring collage artwork,
created some years ago by a
group of Shirley members, all
based on the Easter story. (They
were displayed at the front of the
Worship Area during Lent.)

Our brochure guided us round the
garden. The stations focused on:

We read in the brochure, at each
station, a short passage of
Scripture and a thought to help us
better understand the part played
by decision makers and onlookers
in the days leading up to the
crucifixion, and the impact of Jesus’
death on the
cross on us.

1

2
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“The death of Jesus is an opening.
God opens the closed curtains that
we so often put up and walks into
our lives. God is not only within our
reach, but also reaches out to all
humanity with the redeeming
grace of the cross. God treasures
our ordinary life as a part of
eternity. God turns the ends of
human tragedy into new begin-
nings because God’s redemptive
story also eradicates any human-
made divisive binaries we put on
earth. God follows neither the
Roman Empire nor the Jewish Law.
God build a new kingdom on earth
according to God’s all-embracing
law. God is… and God does.”

The afternoon
gave us an
opportunity to
contemplate
how it must
have felt for the disciples and the
crowds at the end of a momentous
week in Jerusalem, never suspect-
ing what would happen on ‘Easter
Day’.

After our meditative walk, we
gathered at the Reception
office, in the sunshine, for a
welcome hot drink and a time to
chat to friends.

3

4

5
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If you set out to list all the changes
you've experienced in your life,
how long do you think that list
would be? Would you even
remember all the changes you've
experienced? Having officially
reached the age of being a
‘genuine antique’, I've been looking
at some of them - well, those I can
remember.

Music is the one change that jumps
into my mind immediately. Music

and the
Salvation Army
have played
an incredibly
influential part

in my life. As a 6-year-old, I began
to learn to play a brass instrument.
To be honest, I can't remember
much about learning all the
rudiments of music theory, about
sharps and flats, semi-breves, and
semi-quavers. In fact, my inability

to remember these rudiments left
me feeling really embarrassed after
playing the (same) wrong note five
times in a few bars of a solo I had
to play on an away trip with the
band. There were five of us on the
front row of the cornet bench; as
I agonisingly progressed through
the solo, by the time the fifth
wrong note came out, all five
members were playing my solo. At
the border on the way home, the
Band Master curtly told me I didn't
have to declare the fact I played
the same note wrong, five times in
a row - the border officials weren't
interested.

I'm sitting here writing this blog,
listening to Chuck Girard singing
early Christian rock songs. (By early
I mean from my era - I suppose
that can be termed ‘early’ as far as
Christian rock is concerned!) The
song, ‘Changes’, is one of my
favourites. The first few lines go like
this -

Changes
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Music is such an integral part of my
life and who I am, that I can only
be amazed at the ‘changes’ it has
brought. It can bring me close to
God in ways I cannot describe or
imagine. One of my favourite
music changes happened on a
Sunday afternoon in January 1972.
I was doing my National Service
and had been appointed, as an
officer, to a military rehabilitation
camp South Africa- Zimbabwe.
Border.

On that afternoon, I climbed up
onto a ragged, rocky outcrop out-
side the camp. I was feeling terribly
homesick. I had my portable radio
with me and whilst sitting overlook-
ing the valley down below, I tuned
into a classical station and heard

for the first time Dvorak’s ‘New
World Symphony’.

The stillness around me and the
majesty of the music lifted my
mood and captured my heart. It
was almost like an out-of-body
experience as I sat enraptured by
what I heard. As it came to an end,
so did the afternoon, and in the
dwindling sunset I made my way
back to camp. Somehow changed.
No longer feeling homesick. But
knowing that He, God, was close.
Music can have that effect on you!

Peter Kipley and Bart Millard wrote
these words, and as I bring my
blog to a close because I still need
to make my list of the changes I've
experienced, I'd like you to think on
these words:

I
        I trust that you will hear what he has to say to you.
                    May God bless you.  Bennie
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Lesley Griffiths writes:

Once upon a time, I had a large
library. I’d built it up over half a
century. As retirement beckoned,
I knew I’d have to do something
about this. We were moving from a
large “Italian-style villa” into a small
terraced house. So space was a
definite problem. But there was
another matter to consider too.
How many times, when dear
friends have died, have I seen their
libraries disposed of in bin bags?
I couldn’t entertain such an idea.
So I began the task of disbursing
my books to a wide range of
recipients.

The bulk of the library – all my
theological, biblical and philosophi-
cal books – went to our Methodist
seminary in Fiji. I’d visited it a
decade previously and noted some
empty shelves. The Fijian High
Commissioner at that time just
happened to be a church member
at Wesley’s Chapel and he helped
me to expedite some 3,000
volumes to his native land. Alas,
this left me with no biblical com-
mentaries. Not one. And so, shortly
after our arrival in Croydon, I found

myself buying a one-volume affair
which is proving to be quite useful.

I’d built up a good collection of
books and papers relating to Haiti.
I didn’t anticipate needing them
much longer –
they’d fuelled my
doctoral studies
and a biography
I’d written of Jean-
Bertrand Aristide, a
Roman Catholic
priest and libera-
tion theologian,
who’d become his country’s
President. It so happened that a
young Haitian minister, resident in
a circuit on the Wirral, was himself
studying for a Ph.D. at that time
and he was glad to receive this lit-
tle bundle.

My political books went to our old-
est son, the writings of my favourite
theologian Hans Küng ended up
with a young man just beginning
his ministerial life, three boxes of
books landed in the lap of the
grandson of a friend of ours who
was just at the start of his under-
graduate studies in English Litera-
ture at UCL. And so on and so
forth. It was a most satisfying
exercise.
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I might respectfully point out that
Margaret now has a library larger
than mine.

The books I kept, about 500 of
them, all had special qualities.
They’d figured at turning points in
my life. A few novels (French,
Israeli, Egyptian, Russian as well as
half a dozen written by Salman
Rushdie) survived the cull. But the
bulk of my little library now consists
of carefully selected volumes of
poetry. I read most of them in my
undergraduate years – a time
when, I’m convinced, I was far too
young to get the most out of them.
So I’m now re-connecting with the
metaphysical poets, with Milton,
Pope, Blake, Coleridge and the like.
And with dear old William Shake-
speare too. I’m reading them for
the pure pleasure of doing so. No
exam pressures this time round.
William Wordsworth had a phrase
for it. He wrote of how, lying on his
bed “in vacant or in pensive
mood," he could enjoy what he
called “emotions recollected in
tranquillity.” Tranquillity is proving
much more elusive than I’d
imagined but sheer enjoyment
abounds.

These thoughts have run through
my head as I’ve focused on the
next series of talks I’ll be giving at
Shirley. You’ll find details elsewhere
in this issue. I’ve taken so many
books off my shelves and read so
many poems as I made my
choices! I realise, of course, that I
set myself an impossible target.
The only way to deal with my
“favourite” poems is to offer two or
three more seasons of talks.
Anyone interested in coming along
to the course should at least
breathe a sigh of relief that I avoid-
ed putting Milton’s Paradise Lost
on the list!

Meanwhile, I think fondly of all
those books now settled in other
places, itinerant just like their erst-
while owner, shrapnel from a long
life that’s exploded in so many
places around the world. Can’t be
bad!
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The 1704 copy of The Faith and
Practice of a Church of England
Man was handed back ‘late’ last
year! A handwritten inscription in-
side reads: ‘This Book belongs to ye
Lending Library in Sheffield Church
1709.’

Sheffield Cathedral’s Reverend
Canon Keith Farrow received an
email from the family of a woman
who had died, saying she asked in
her will for it to be returned. Whilst
the woman cannot have been the
original borrower, wouldn’t it be
interesting to know who was?!

Canon Farrow said,’This little book
left the library just over 300 years
ago. Now it’s come back home so
it’s a joy to have this little jewel back
in the cathedral.’

  Photo: The Sun

Leslie Griffiths introduces his
favourite poems

Sundays at Shirley Methodist
Church

  15 May, 6pm
The search for God

22 May, 6pm
The negative way

29 May, 6pm
Black poets matter

5 June, 6pm
And so do women poets

12 June, 6pm
To be young was very heaven

All are welcome!
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Jenny Crook writes:

Wow! The sea of tulips (see front
cover) as we came through the
entrance was breathtaking!

We were on a day trip to
Keukenhof in Netherlands in late
April, on a perfect cloudless day.

Keukenhof is a
32 hectare
park, in the
English land-
scape style,
displaying
spring flowers
 - at least
7 million flowering tulips, daffodils,
hyacinths, lilies and other bulb
flowers. We could have been in the
UK - apart from German and Dutch
voices, and prices in euros.

It’s open each year to the public
between mid March and mid May.
Closed for the last 2 years, (our
free fold out map was dated 2020 -
at least the maps were not wasted),
Keukenhof averages 1.5 million
visitors in 2 months! Daily tickets
are limited but it was still busy; at
times we gave up trying to take
photos without people!

Besides the colourful flower beds;
fountains; statues (some kitsch); a
full size windmill; several old VWs
filled with flowers, nestled in the
undergrowth.

There were a
number of
pavilions with
indoor flower
displays, such as
orchids. As at
Chelsea Flower Show, displays are
sponsored by commercial growers.

Display boards in the Juliana/
Tulpomania Pavilion (spelt correctly
- no ‘i’) explained that tulip bulbs
came to Holland from Turkey
around 1550. In the gardens of the
ruler, Sultan Suleiman, were
beautiful tulips. The Sultan gave
some tulip bulbs to the Austrian
Ambassador who passed them on
to a Dutchman, Carolus Clusius. He
planted the first tulips bulbs in
Holland in 1593.
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The name ‘tulip’ comes from the
Persian word ‘tulipan’ which means
‘turban’, describing the shape of
the tulip bulb and flower. It takes
25 years for a new variety of tulip
to be developed - but it’s worth it!

7 million bulbs are planted by 40
gardeners, between October and
December. The beds are
synchronised to different
flowerings; 3 bulbs are planted in
each location, to ensure blooms
throughout the 8 week opening -

shallowest blooms first, then the
deeper layers. (My back aches to
think about it!)

We spent a good 3 hours at
Keukenhof and were ‘tuliped-out’
by the time we left.

The following day I spoke to a
Dutch acquaintance. I showed her
a few photos;
she knew
where we’d
been.

‘Have you
been to
Keukenhof?’,
I asked.
Her response,
‘It’s for the
tourists’!

Sandpits Road residents will be holding their annual event on
Sunday 15 May 2022, from 10.30am to 2.30pm.

There will be the usual stalls selling home-made bread, jam, plants, knit-
ting, cakes, as well as bric-a-brac. Each stall will be asked to donate to
Demelza Hospice Care who will also have a stall. This event has raised
nearly £4000 for the charity since its inception in 2014.

For up-to-date information about the event please follow us on Twitter:
@sandpitsroad or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/SandpitsRoad/
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This prayer is written by Sally Foster-Fulton,
Head of Nations and Church Relations for Christian Aid.

Borders, barricades, bewilderment…
When the bargaining begins, .

Sanctions, security measured in minutes and it’s scary…
When safety scatters, .

War dresses up in peace-keeper’s clothes,
Troops amass, the ground trembles and so do people…
When the future feels fragile,

The littlest, the least likely to have a say,
those whose lives are sanctioned and bargained over –

Violence always finds them first. And the ‘oh-so-important’ political
manoeuvres mean nothing to them. They just want to live.

When the winners want to wipe them out of the way,

We will not turn away. We will stand together –
God give us the strength to protect peace.
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We offer activities designed to
benefit the health and well being of
older folk, encouraging them to
meet new people and ensure they
have a sense of belonging to their
community. The Wilderness Green
Care therapeutic activities take
place through interaction with
nature and are particularly
beneficial; improving physical and
mental health and especially of
those living with dementia. They
are helped  to live ‘later life’ well.

To reserve your place please
contact , Marco Galli
  07597135220
southlondon@mha.org.uk

Fees apply – please contact us to
find out more. Fees will help MHA
to cover resources costs and pro-
vide accessible activities for older
adults living in South London.

    10.30 – 12pm Walk-
ing Group (Dementia Friendly)

  3 – 4.30pm Garden-
ing (Dementia Friendly)

10.30 – 12.30pm
Coffee & Conversation

12 - 2pm  Soup &
Chats

  10.30 -12pm
Walking Group

12 - 2pm Members
Lunch at the Surprise Inn

10am - 2pm with a
Spring bird song expert

The Foodbank is in need of
shoppers. When they receive
monetary donations, they would
be very grateful for someone to
go shopping for them. You would
be advised of what is required.

If you can help please get in touch
with Bev Warner on
02034417887 or email
info@shrublandstrust.org
She will be very pleased to hear
from you. Thank you for support-
ing this vital service.
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 The magazine can be read on line
www.shirleymeth.org.uk.  A few printed copies are
available at church. Thank you to all our contributors.

will be the next editor.
katemarsden747@gmail.com jenny.crook@blueyonder.co.uk

The next magazine will be  published (and be
on the website) on Please
send contributions by

From  1 June - 18 September 2022  you can visit this immersive floral
spectacular in the moat at the Tower of London. Over 20 million
seeds have been planted in celebration of The Queen’s Jubilee. Why
not wander along weaving paths among the wild flowers amidst
bees and butterflies.

Book tickets at  https://superbloom.hrp.org.uk/

 – Worship Consultation – 7.30pm in the Lounge
General Church Meeting

 – ‘Farewell Do’ for Choi and Bennie at 5pm
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Shirley Methodist Church
one of ‘Churches Together in Shirley’

As followers of Jesus Christ, our mission is:

  to honour God by our daily living as  individuals
and our corporate life as a church

  to offer God worship which is both lively and
dignified

   to offer welcome and care to all, regardless of
age, status, gender, ethnicity, social class, sexual
orientation, ability or disability

    to stimulate one another to grow in our faith
and develop our discipleship

  to work with our fellow-Christians in Shirley to
serve our neighbours and share with others our
experience of God’s love


