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WORSHIP 
 

                                                DECEMBER 

Sunday 

10.30am 
11.15am 

6  

Rev Stephen Day’s act of worship on YouTube 

All Age Worship on Zoom led by Mrs Ann Atkins 

Sunday 

10.30am 

11.15am 

5.00pm 

13 GIFT SERVICE 

Rev Stephen Day’s act of worship on YouTube 

All Age Worship on Zoom led by Rev Choi 

Cafe Worship led by Wendy, Paul & Lindsey 

Sunday 

10.30am 

11.15am 

5.00pm 

20  
Rev Stephen Day’s service on YouTube 

All Age Worship on Zoom  - Mrs Ruby Koomson 

Service of Lessons & Carols on Zoom 

THURSDAY 

5.00pm 

24 CHRISTINGLE 

All Age Worship on Zoom 

FRIDAY 

11.15am 

25 CHRISTMAS DAY 

All Age Worship on Zoom led by Rev Choi 

Sunday 
10.30am 

27 No service at Christ Church 
Rev Stephen Day’s service on YouTube 

 

                                                     JANUARY 

Sunday 

10.30am 

11.15am 

3  

Rev Stephen Day’s act of worship on YouTube 

All Age Worship on Zoom – leader TBC 

Sunday 

10.30am 

11.15am 

10 COVENANT SERVICE 

Rev Stephen Day’s act of worship on YouTube 

All Age Worship on Zoom led by Revd Choi 

Sunday 

10.30am 

11.15am 

17  

Rev Stephen Day’s act of worship on YouTube 

All Age Worship on Zoom – leader TBC 

Sunday 

10.30am 

11.15am 

24 GENERAL CHURCH MEETING 

Rev Stephen Day’s act of worship on YouTube 

All Age Worship on Zoom led by Revd Choi 

Sunday 

10.30am 

11.15am 

31  

Rev Stephen Day’s act of worship on YouTube 

All Age Worship on Zoom – leader TBC 
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Our worship continues via the internet and telephone. The link to Revd 
Stephen Day’s service for either live or later viewing is 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjsqXYbmrBE9GD4hNOUVEjg?feat
ure=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCjsqXYbmrB
E9GD4hNOUVEjg%3Ffeature%3Dem-lsb-owner 

 
All Age Worship from Christ Church takes place at 11.15am on 
Sundays via Zoom or landline – the links are on the email sending out 

the weekly Keeping in Touch sheet. Don’t forget you can listen to 
previous services via the Christ Church website and also view ‘special’ 
services: https://www.christchurchmeth.org.uk/worshi/sunday-worship 
 
Cafe Worship on 13 December at 5.00pm – the Zoom link will be sent 
out by email from Wendy. If you don’t receive it, please contact her. 
 
Also on Sunday mornings, early prayers are being held weekly at 

9.40am for half an hour on Zoom. If you would like to join in, please 
contact Fiona. 

       
 

Christ Church Sunday worship is recorded and CDs are 
available. If you would like to receive a weekly CD, please contact 
either Revd Choi or Adrian Pickett. 
 
A Christmas Service CD produced by the Methodist 
Connexion will be published on 7 December and Revd Choi has 
requested copies. Please contact him if you’d like one. 

 

Croydon Food Bank Donations 
  
There will be an opportunity to donate items for the Croydon Food Bank 

on Saturday 12th December and Saturday 9th January at Christ Church 

between 10.30am - 12.00 noon. It would be good to see you. 

Suggestions are shampoo, deodorant, soap, shaving cream, razors, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, nappies (any size), feminine hygiene items, 

breakfast cereals, long life milk, tinned meat.  Sue Astington 
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Welcome to the December and January edition. We hope you enjoy reading the 
magazine. Any suggestions to Fiona please or email bingham144@hotmail.com, 
Please note that any opinions expressed in articles are personal to the authors and 
may not be endorsed by the editors. 

COPY DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY by Sunday, 24 January either by email to 

ccmamagazine@hotmail.com. Requests for email version to above address. Thanks 
as always to all contributors.    

Editorial team 

 

mailto:bingham144@hotmail.com
mailto:ccmamagazine@hotmail.com


 

 

OUR MINISTER’S LETTER   
 

 

 
 

In him was life, and that life was the light 
of men. The light shines in the darkness, 
but the darkness has not understood it. (John 1. 4-5) 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 

I am quite sure that this year, the year 2020, will be recorded in 
the history books as ‘the year of coronavirus’. Although there are 
still a few weeks left, certainly it will be remembered as the year 
when the global pandemic changed the world and re-shaped the 
normality of our daily life. Our great-grandchildren may study one 
day this year and analyse how we responded to this virus.  
 

But, as we are living in this situation and Christmas is coming 
closer anyway, we are wondering whether we are able to 
celebrate Christmas this year, and if so, how we are going to do it. 
We are still not sure whether we can have a family gathering as 
usual, or in a different way, whether we can travel to see our loved 
ones, whether we can gather together to celebrate it at the church. 
So many questions we still have. Many people say Christmas may 
be cancelled, because Mary and Joseph couldn’t go down to 
Bethlehem due to the travel ban in lockdown, and shepherds are 
furloughed.  
 

However, despite all the uncertainties, that is not simply true. It is 
up to us to bring the ‘good news’ to the world we belong to. It is 
our role to show our faith of hope, the Christian optimism to the 
world, even in this strange time of turmoil. 
 

In this sense, we may need to be grateful for this time of Advent, 
when we can think of the meaning of the coming of Christ in 
humility. It is a time for us to wait for his coming in darkness, and  
to declare that our God is involved in this world, to engage with his 
people, the people who are in fear of uncertain future and under 
the pressure of lockdown. 
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In this respect, perhaps we may need to realise that the world 
Jesus came into 2000 years ago was not that safe as we can 
imagine and that is why he came. And, he himself had to escape 
from massacre and became a refugee in Egypt, and eventually he 
was terrorised by the cruel punishment – the death on the cross. 
Therefore, what we should remember is that he came into the 
darkness, and we wait in the darkness, believing that in all those 
places of darkness, God is still present.  
 

Christ is with us at this time of Advent, in the darkness, and Christ 
is coming with his Light, not the light of the High Street, but the 
Light of hope. 
 

Every blessing on this Christmas and a New Year, 
 
Rev. SC Choi. 

       
 

 
LEPROSY MISSION 

The Leprosy Mission are 
still collecting used postage 
stamps, and postcards (UK 
and foreign) so please save 
any you have until January 
2021.   
 
We are planning to have a 
collection box for them 
available at Christ Church 

on Saturday 9 January 2021.  Full 
details will be on the Keeping in Touch 
sheet nearer the time.   
Thank you.  Lindsey Macfarlane and 
Wendy Thompson 
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         FAMILY NEWS 

 
 
 
 
As we expectantly step into the season of Advent, our hearts go out 
to all who are housebound or unable to join in our weekly worship. 
May they be comforted by the knowledge that they are in our 
prayers. 
 
We remember all who are sick or who are close to a family member 
or friend who is ill. We pray that those who are sick are healed and 
that their nearest and dearest are released from their constant worry 
and concern. 
 
 And we pray that the wonderful news about the Covid-19 vaccines 
will give all hope for a happy and healthy future. 
 
May we wish you an Advent season of ‘watching and waiting’, an 
enjoyable Christmas and a New Year filled with an expectation of our 
lives getting back to a 2021 normality. 
 
 

 
 
 
Please tell/send any family news to Fiona Assaly: bingham144@hotmail.com. 
We really want to make sure our prayers are offered for all our friends.  Do 
remember the prayer chain – again, contact me if you would like to include 
anyone on the prayer chain but remember to ask their (or a family member’s) 
permission first.  
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See weekly 
Keeping in 

Touch sheet 
 for updates or 

email me. 
 
 

 
 

 
We will meet on   

SUNDAY 13 DECEMBER at 5pm on Zoom 
 

Led by Wendy, Paul & Lindsey 
 

Join us for a celebration of Advent and Christmas 
Suitable for all ages 

The link will be on the Keeping in Touch sheet 
 
 

We are not able to worship on church premises at the moment due 

to the continuing coronavirus restrictions but we haven’t stopped 

worshipping.  All are welcome for an informal hour or worship and 

fellowship.  We will meet in January so look out for the details in 

the Keeping in Touch Sheet nearer the time. 

 

 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 2020 however you are celebrating it 

AND LET’S HOPE 2021 IS A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

Wendy Thompson 
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YOUR ADVENT 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Whatever we celebrate, 
Whatever is meant, 
To prepare for our Christmas, 
We have our Advent. 
 
Reading the Bible, 
Stories to share, 
The whole meaning of Christ’s birth, 
Four weeks to prepare. 
 
After this year’s pandemic, 
We need be aware, 
The love coming at Christmas, 
Is a time for strong prayer. 
 
Yes, break out your holly, 
Decorations and tree, 
But don’t forget the Christmas child, 
Born for you and me. 
 

Bob Horne 
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Messy Christmas at Home 

We have been trying to keep in touch with our Messy Church families in 
various ways over the last few months since we last met together. 
This month we are sending out a Bible Society Christmas book called “It 
begins in Bethlehem” to Messy Church, Holiday Club and Junior Church 
families along with some Christmas craft and baking ideas and 
invitations to join our Christmas zoom worship. 
Also in the pack will be a cut out and colour-in Christingle. Here’s hoping 
that it won’t be too many more months before we can safely meet up 
together again.     Gill H 

            
This year’s Christingle celebration will be a bit different from usual as we 
will be on Zoom, but we still want to make it as interactive as we can. 
Our children and young people will be taking part in a drama, the music 
group have been recording Christmas Carols we can join in with at home 
and of course we will be making Christingles. There will be cut out stick 
together Christingles or colouring sheet Christingles sent in the post or 
via email with the Keeping in Touch weekly sheet.  
 

If you would like to make your own traditional Christingle at home you 
need to make sure you have the following to hand: an orange with a 
hole cut  out at the top, a candle to fit in the hole, red ribbon long 
enough to fit round the circumference of the orange (or red paper) and 
a pin, 4 cocktails sticks, jelly tot sweets and raisins or similar to fit on the 
sticks, tin foil to put between the candle and the orange. Even if you 
don’t have all the items listed it would be great if everyone had a candle 
to light at the relevant point in the service so that we can feel really 
involved. If you normally bring friends or family to the Christingle please 
make sure you send them the Zoom link. It is of course also possible to 
dial into the service on your phone if you’re not digital. 
Let’s make it a real celebration of Christmas despite the restrictions! 

Gill H 
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Christingle Christmas Eve 5 pm 
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Bible Notes 

Every year I place a church 
order for the Bible Reading 
Fellowship (BRF) bible notes. 
These booklets provide a 
brief bible reading for each 
day, a few paragraphs of 
commentary and a short 
prayer. Many people find 
these notes a convenient way 
of spending a short time each 
day studying God’s word.  
 

There are 2 different publications....New Daylight and 
Upper Room each with a slightly different emphasis; if 
you would like more information then either contact me 
or look at https://www.brfonline.org.uk. 
 

If you would like to subscribe for next year’s notes (May 
2021 - April 2022) then can you please let me have cash 
or a cheque for £14.25 (payable to BRF) by the end of 
January; alternatively, if you prefer to pay online then 
please contact me for my bank details.  
 

Many thanks 
Mary Salter 

 
 

EMMAUS GROUP is taking a break and 

joining the Advent Course leading up to 
Christmas. They will meet again on Tuesday 
12 January at 7.30pm on Zoom. All are welcome. 
  Fiona 

 
11 

 

https://www.brfonline.org.uk/


 

 

 
 

1st The Roads – 

 For the safety of road users this Christmas 

2nd The Homeless – 

 Food and warmth and future hope 

3rd The Post Office –  

 For family and friends far from home 

4th The Hospitality sector – 

 Give prayers of thanks for food and friendship 

5th The Park – 

 For more safe green spaces for play and peace 

6th The local shop –  

 For the shopkeepers working anti-social hours 

7th The Town Hall –  

 For local government, justice and democracy 

8th The Supermarket –  

 For farmers to get a fair price for their produce 

9th The Chemist –  

 For healers and the sick 

10th The Pet Shop – 

 For responsible treatment of animals 

11th The Art Gallery & Museum –  

 Give thanks for the gift of creativity and joy 

12th The Clothes Shop –  

 For fair wages and all who need warm clothes 

13th Cinemas, gyms, pools –  

 For everyone to enjoy, exercise and keep safe 

14th The Schools –  

 For students, teachers and governors 

12 

 AN ADVENT COUNTDOWN 

PRAYER 
Prayers for your local neighbourhood 

 



 

 

 
15th The Dentist and Optician –  

 For pain-free healing, not just in emergencies 

16th The Medical Centre –  

 For doctors working long hours to make us well 

17th The Dry Cleaners – 

 Remember that Jesus can wash away your sin 

18th DIY Store – 

 For improvement of the self as well as the home 

19th The Library –  

 That we will learn more about the world 

20th The Jewellers –  

 For all who work in harsh conditions mining gems 

21st The Shoe Shop – 

 For those whose views differ – walk in their shoes 

22nd The Food Bank – 

 For those who are out of work or on low pay 

23rd The Railway Station –  

 For those travelling to visit others for Christmas 

24th The Hospital – 

 For babies being born and their parents 

 For those suffering from Covid-19 

 For those caring for them 

 

25th CHRISTMAS DAY – THE CHURCH 

 For all who attend Zoom Worship on this special day 

 For those who are unable to attend worship 

 For those spending Christmas alone 

 For those in care homes and for those who care 

 
 

 Adapted from the Methodist Recorder 
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Seen From The Outside 

 

“This is a statue with many facets but healer 

and teacher are its essence. 

 

In our familiar world of healing, a prescription 

for pills that dissolve and circulate internally, 

and for example, kill bacteria is commonplace. 

Such pills are designed to eliminate infection. 

Yet this process is increasingly threatened by 

failure because many bacteria have now 

mutated to strong resistance to avoid attacks 

by medication raising serious concerns in our 

hospitals. 

  

This statue is a reminder of alternative ways of 

healing. It centres on Homeopathy as another 

path. 

 

A homeopathic pill, or drops, are teacher-

healers, rather than killers. These teacher 

messengers to organs, say the liver, teach the 

organ how to behave, to fight back against an 

invasion or a malfunction. In this way the organ 

learns how to heal itself. Teaching and learning 

are at the centre of all such preparations. The 

strength of doses is also surprising, working 

with the principle of 'Less is more' if the healing 

appears slow. Homeopathy is full of such 

surprises, but the teaching pill is the central 

principle and this statue is a reminder of this. 
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The teacher holds a staff, a reminder of 

strength, a rod for balance for when our 

metabolism becomes off balance. The rod joins 

hand to earth, to the outside world; it is a go-

between, and a symbol of travel. This sculpture 

requires quiet reflection.” 

 Rex 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGES   
 
from some of those unable to join our worship 

 
Zelda Allison wishes everyone a Happy Christmas and a good 
2021. She misses you all. 
 

Mary and Jack Bates send blessings to all for Christmas and a 
healthy and happy 2021. 
 

Dear Christ Church friends, normally I would have sent a 
Christmas card wishing all you good people for the festive season. 
At present this has not been possible due to lockdown restrictions 
when the usual display of cards is not going to be put on your 
church noticeboard. Nonethe-less, I will be with you in spirit. Love, 
God bless, Ian (Briggs) 
 

Barbara Edwards misses our companionable worship and sends 
greetings to all for a happy Christmas and a healthy New Year. 
 

Simeon James sends his very good wishes to all his friends for a 
happy Christmas and a healthy 2021. 
 

Janet Houghton wishes everyone a very happy Christmas and a 
peaceful 2021. It is good to be in touch. 
 

Barbara and Peter Langsdale wish all their friends a blessed 
Christmas and best wishes for the New Year. 
 

Elaine Payne sends her love to everyone and wishes you all a 
Happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year. 
 

Margaret Randall sends her very best wishes for a happy and 
blessed Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 
 

Verley Scott sends her good wishes to all her friends for a joyful 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

Valcie Yammie wishes all her friends a blessed Christmas and a 
healthy and happy New Year. 
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CHRISTMAS AT THE ELEPHANT HOUSE 

 
I have enjoyed spending time with my 
parents in the past but they have both now 
died so I knew in February that Christmas 
2020 would be different. 
I have been in Croydon since 1984 but this 
will be my first Christmas on my own in my 
own house. I will keep in touch with other 
family members online. 
 

I am looking forward to joining in online with worship and 
Christmas activity from Christ Church. I have already bought some 
of my favourite foods (the ones that can keep for a while). I have 
not eaten any of the biscuits or chocolate yet but I have made a 
start on the mince pies. I have some of mum and dad’s Christmas 
decorations so that will be a good way to remember them. I am 
sure there will be some programmes I like on tv and I have loads 
of things to read and puzzle books to do. I may get up to date with 
my emails or tidy up the house, but it is a holiday and a time of 
rest so I may start a to do in 2021 list instead! 
Happy Christmas and a happier new year to everyone. 
 

Wendy Thompson 
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Circuit Minister’s Letter  

 
What will happen?  
 

What will happen on (or maybe before)  
2nd December 2020? Nobody knows!  
The biggest question in everybody’s mind will be – will this current 
lockdown end? Or will it simply continue into 2021? What 
restrictions will be in place during Christmas 2020? Will we be able 
to meet together as families? Will we be able to travel – both 
within and without our country?  
 

As a family we are anxiously waiting for that announcement or 
broadcast from the government about what will happen. You see, 
our eldest granddaughter will be getting married after Christmas in 
the USA. We’ve looked at flights to and from the venue; calculated 
costs (maybe I shouldn’t have bought that gadget last week!) and 
wondered if our savings will be enough to get us to that wonderful 
event. We want to plan for that date. In fact, we’ve spoken 
together about holiday plans and how long we can be away. Will 
we have to quarantine on our return? It’ll be a “first” of such 
events in our family and we can’t wait. And so …. We wait!  
 

Around this time, according to our tradition, a young couple were 
also waiting for a “first happening” in their lives. They’d already 
had a bumpy start in their relationship – what with an unexpected 
pregnancy; a number of dreams and visions of angels visiting both 
of them; being told who their son was and what his name should 
be. And to make life more difficult – we know, but they didn’t! – 
they’d have to make the arduous journey to Bethlehem for an 
unexpected census and then flee to Egypt in order to save their 
son from the murderous actions of a desperate, wicked king.  
There is a saying ‘the best laid plans of mice and men’ …. Often go 
awry.  
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This comes from a poem written by Robert Burns as an apology ‘To 
a Mouse’ (1786) after he’d upturned the mouse’s nest whilst 
ploughing a field.  
... But, Mousie, thou art no thy lane [you aren't alone] In proving 
foresight may be vain: The best laid schemes o' mice an' men 
Gang aft a-gley, [often go awry] An' lea'e us nought but grief an' 
pain, For promised joy. ...  
The saying means ‘the most careful plans may go wrong’.  
 

Today is Remembrance Day 2020 and I’ve just watched the BBC 
broadcast commemorating the Centenary of the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier or Warrior. It was extremely moving. Even more 
so to think that it all came about because of the actions of a 
Methodist Padre in World War I. Revd David Railton was the name 
of that Padre and you can read an article (written by him) on how 
it all came to fruition here - https://www.westminster-
abbey.org/media/12819/unknown-warrior-origin-our-empire.pdf  
 

Revd Railton’s plans were eventually fulfilled, and it made me 
wonder what plans are we busy making today? And I don’t just 
mean plans for Christmas 2020 – although rumour has it that it’s 
been cancelled like everything else in the last 9 months! Plans for 
the future resulting from possible or probable past experiences, 
being played out now in the present. Plans not just for yourself or 
even your immediate family. But plans that will involve and 
incorporate others. One thing we’ve learned from the Coronavirus 
Pandemic is how to look past ourselves and to look out for the 
welfare of others. Seeing that the needs of our neighbours are 
met. Communities coming together. Ordinary people (and the not 
so ordinary like Marcus Rashford) who have gone far out of their  
way or comfort zones, to help others and ensure that they are 
looked after.  
 

19 

https://www.westminster-abbey.org/media/12819/unknown-warrior-origin-our-empire.pdf
https://www.westminster-abbey.org/media/12819/unknown-warrior-origin-our-empire.pdf


 

 

 
As we contemplate Christmas, where we celebrate the coming of 
Christ to this earth and then the New Year of 2021, celebrating 
God’s goodness in allowing us to move into an unknown future 
year, can we combine the two? Let us allow Christ’s coming to be 
celebrated in our lives by our acceptance and belief in Him. 
Knowing full well that 2021, with all its joys and sorrows, will be 
even more fulfilling with Christ by our side, guiding and giving us 
the strength to carry on. 
  

Yes, it’s true. The most carefully prepared plans may go wrong. But 
we can hope! And pray that our plans for the remainder of the 
year may come to fulfilment.  
 

God bless you; may you have a blessed Christmas and a truly 
prosperous New Year. 
  

Bennie Harms,  
Lay Pastor – Addington and Shirley Methodist Churches. 

 

             
 

 
Why is Bethlehem called 
 'House of Bread'?  
 

 

 

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem, whose name means 

"House of Bread". Bethlehem was an agricultural area known for 

its food production. God chose for Christ to be born in the city that 

was known for sustaining provision. Just as Bethlehem provided 

physical bread for the area, so Bethlehem provides spiritual bread 

for us as Christians. 
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A few weeks before Christmas in 1986, our first in this house, we saw a 
request in the paper to host overseas students over the Christmas holiday. 
We decided to apply. We asked for a girl, preferably Christian. We were 
given the name and phone number of Dekker, an architecture student from 
Malawi. We contacted her to arrange how she could arrive. Carl met her at 
the station.  
 

Our next task was to find out more about Malawi, where it was in Africa, 
terrain, main industries, etc. When Dekker arrived, she was very friendly. 
After a few hours, she asked us if we would like a hot drink, a nice surprise 
for us. On Christmas morning, we all went to church and then my parents 
arrived for lunch. Afterwards we followed a family custom of each person 
receiving a small gift from each of the rest of us. Dekker was not forgotten. It 
was a good day for us all. After three days, she returned to her 
accommodation in East London. She was in England seven years. 
Architecture is a long course. She was the first female architect in Malawi. 
She came over to us quite often, sometimes cooking Malawian food for us, 
including at our Silver Wedding. We kept in touch for several years. She 
married and eventually had two children, moving to South Africa as 
prospects were better. We last heard from her two years after she was 
diagnosed with HIV.  
 

We went on to host many students from around the world, both male and 
female and from all faiths, most of whom came to church with us. We still 
hear from a couple. Tony from Hong Kong occasionally phones us. He was 
studying in Brighton and had a small car. Sometimes he popped over in the 
evening. He is now married with two teenage daughters. Alice from 
Malaysia met a boy from the next State, Jamin. He was as nice as she was 
and the only person ever to present me with flowers after midnight! After 
they went home, we had an invite to their wedding but as I had just retired, 
we were not sure we could afford it. They had twins and two more children.  
 

We enjoyed all our students, one spending her first Christmas with us as a 
Christian. Very special. She had written saying she enjoyed the people and 
the singing at church but did not always understand the massage. We didn’t 
put her right! We have some very precious memories. 

Sheila Szzvanowski 
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Students at Christmas 



 

 

THE CHRISTMAS FAIRY 
 

 
 
I wish you a “merry Christmas” 
All you folk below 
From my prickly vantage point  
With all the lights aglow. 
 
My days of glory numbered  
But always full of glee 
As I’m pulled out of the attic  
to adorn your Christmas tree. 
 
I’ve lost all count of age now, my dress – it’s seen better days 
My wings always need tweaking, the edges rather frayed. 
 
But my lot is not a bad one, I get to see the joy 
Of children growing older, each little girl and boy. 
 
I can recall your mummy when she was only small 
She’d be lifted by her daddy to place me way up tall. 
 
Spare a thought if willing, sometime in the year 
To give me a little airing before winter nights draw near. 
 
I’d love to feel the sunshine of a lovely summer’s day 
To smell the pretty flowers and see children out at play. 
 
A little wash and brush up would also be a treat 
So next time I’m on duty, I feel pretty, clean and neat. 
 
‘Till next year I’ll lay waiting In tissue (fresh each year) 
Good night, God bless and thank you, I’ve got “the best” career. 
       Gill Brent 
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 on Reset The Debt 
 

At the beginning of October, The Joint Public Issues Team* (JPIT) 
launched their new campaign Reset The Debt. An estimated six 

million people in the UK have fallen behind on one or more 
household bill as a result of Covid-19, with the biggest increases in 
debt amongst the poorest households. People who were 

previously able to keep their head above water are now in severe 
difficulty. Others who had just been staying afloat, now face being 

overwhelmed by circumstances entirely beyond their control. 
 

JPIT believes that this is an urgent problem that demands a 

solution. It is not right that those with the fewest resources should 
bear the heaviest burden of the lockdown, potentially for years to 

come. Now is the time for a solution to be found. JPIT 
believes people swept into debt by Covid-19 now need a Jubilee. 
That’s why they are calling on the government to Reset The Debt. 
 

For further information visit https://resetthedebt.uk/  
 

If you would like to run a small group session online to explore 

Reset The Debt, and some of the theology behind debt 
forgiveness, you can find a 45-minute session on the website 
under “Resources”. Prayers for those experiencing household 

debt, and for a solution, are also available on this page. 
 

* The Joint Public Issues Team is made up of the Baptist Union, the Church 
of Scotland, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church, working 
together for peace and justice. Their mission – to equip Christians to act and 

pray on issues of justice; to resource churches to reflect and campaign 
effectively and to help our churches to speak out with a distinctively Christian 
voice on injustice. 
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ODE TO THE SPROUT 
 
Oh dear little friend, 
How oft we offend you  
When you sit bravely upon our plate, 
Packed with nowt but good 
You’re so misunderstood 
And pushed about to murmurings of hate. 
 

Your shape is round and chubby 
Your leaves are neat and green, 
Yet we toss you hither and thither  
To make you seen unseen. 
 

You have no airs and graces  
But bring grimaces to faces 
How can your profile rise to heights anew 
Your destiny seem fated 
You’ve been so relegated 
Let’s stand and fight your corner  
for a change 
 

Forget the other veggies 
The carrots, leeks and peas 
They’re all so over-rated 
And don’t try hard to please. 
 

But you, our little warrior 
Should stand and take a prize 
For fortitude and goodness 
A treat for hungry eyes. 
 

Stand proud dear sprout 
And sing and dance and shout 
For Christmas is not the same you know 
If mother leaves you out. 
 

We’ll try we will, I’m sure we can 
We love you sprout, let’s be your fan! 
  Gill Brent 
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Layworker’s Laboratory 
 

 
 
Christmas 2020 greets us with a challenge in how we share tidings of 
comfort and joy. Will this be Good News in the form of baby Jesus in a 
manger? Or that a Covid vaccine is available!  
 

As the news spreads will it unite or divide us? Will we use goodness to 
end pain and misery, unite a world in one mission, or decide that we 
should only help ourselves? 
 

Youth organisations, and uniformed ones in particular, have had a 
tradition of encouraging young people to think about others, research 
reflections and be change-makers, often with global consequence. 
Realising skills of leadership has been a purposeful aim between the 
generations, passing experience down from old to young in renewing 
phases. Sometimes we become aware of one significant leader, most 
people know that Queen Elizabeth II was a Girl Guide, other times the 
effects of raising young leaders are less obvious.  
 

Dennis Finch was a member of Downsview Church and served the Boys’ 
Brigade as an Officer for over 70 years. By his steadfast service and sure 
love of Jesus, there are now hundreds of men (and some women) who 
have gone on to employment in which they have taken a lead, as well as 
lived lives which benefit others. Their impact is enormous by the 
example that Dennis set when they were young. This means that the 
majority of those who currently lead 5th Croydon Boys’ Brigade were 
nurtured in some way into leadership by Dennis. Dennis was  
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instrumental in creating a community and this community have global 
impact. 
 

Leadership in the 5th Croydon begins young. For the past few years I 
have had the privilege of working alongside ‘Mr Finch’, raising teenage 
leaders. We begin by offering the opportunity of helping the 5-8 year 
old Anchor Boy and 9 – 11 Junior groups. This means that each week we 
have two or three teenagers learning how to plan, prepare, 
communicate, encourage and … tidy up!  The younger boys learn, the 
teenagers grow and the leaders nurture the legacy. 
 

Blessed by a number of volunteers we have given to teenagers a wide 
range of experience to help them develop leadership. Teachers, 
administrators, engineers all help form the great group of volunteers I 
have been blessed to work with who, together, pass on skills to a 
younger generation. One young leader was awarded a community 
service certificate by the Deputy Lieutenant of Croydon, another 
completed their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award with us. The 
teenagers’ rewards are also real seeing how they have helped the 
younger boys play a sport, make a craft and learn about the world. It has 
been hard work, but delightfully rewarding. Other youth groups have a 
similar story.  
 

Hard work has been going on in different groups all over the world to 
produce a world changing serum that gives others health and freedom. 
Not all of us have chemistry skills, not all of us can lead others but all of 
us can walk in the ways of Jesus. 
 

Psalm 46 1 - 10 
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth gives way 

    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

Come and see what the LORD has done. He makes wars cease. 

He says, “Be still, and know that I am God.” 
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Wishing you peace, joy and season’s greetings,  
Lindsey Macfarlane & family 
Croydon Circuit Youth Development & Safeguarding Officer 
Lindsey@croydonmeth.org  
More online information via www.croydonmeth.org and Facebook: 
Lindsey Croydon Meth 
 

Future Events 
Face to face meetings are currently 
suspended due to the global pandemic 
situation. However some events will be 
taking place online and other activities we 
ask that you pray for blessings on our 
community as we live in a different way.  
 
 

Prayers please: 
on Monday for Children and those who are Vulnerable 
on Tuesday for Families and those who Care  
on Wednesday for Guides and Scouts 
on Thursday for Girls’ & Boys’ Brigade 
on Friday for Young People, Schools & Futures 
on Saturday for Special Occasions and Celebrations 
on Sunday for All Ages and Community  
 
Future Events 
Café Worship – Sunday 13th December, 5pm, contact Wendy Thompson, 
Christ Church, for online details 
Carols in the Car Park – Sunday 20th December, 2.30 – 4.00pm, 
Downsview Church: 30 minute gatherings with an invitation to pre-book 
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Weekly Services and Meetings at Christ Church 
(We hope that worship and meetings/groups will be back at Church soon) 
 

09.15 Holy Communion (2
nd

 Sun)   

09.30 Time for quiet prayer (3
rd

 Sun)   

10.10 Songs for Worship (2
nd

 Sun) Karen Taylor  

10.30 Morning Service (Parade 2
nd

 Sun)   

10.30 Holy Communion (4
th
 Sun)   

10.30 Junior Church / Youth Fellowship   

10.30 Crèche   

17.00 Cafe Worship (3
rd

 Sun) Wendy Thompson  

Monday 

09.30 0-5 Stay & Play Adelle Goode  

18.00 Monday Club (monthly,  

3
rd

 Monday) 

Adelle Goode  

Tuesday 

19.00 Rangers (fortnightly) Rosemary Dalrymple  

19.30 Emmaus Bible Study Group Fiona Assaly  

Wednesday 

18.30 Guides Rosemary Dalrymple  

Thursday 

09.30 0-5 Stay & Play Adelle Goode  

18.45 Brownies Sally Francis  

 

 

Minister                                      Revd Soon Cheol Choi 8654 5481 

Senior Steward Adrian Pickett  

Church Stewards 

               

 

               

              Sunday morning services only  

              Sunday morning services only  

Gill Haslam 

Sue Astington 

Natalie Thomas 

Andrew Thynne 

Fiona Assaly 

Karen Taylor 

 

Room Bookings Pat Bates  

 


