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One of ‘Churches Together in Shirley’

Shirley
Methodist
Matters

Our very first Zoom Church Service
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+ Zoom Live Service  - Sundays 12 noon
This service is a joint one with our friends at Addington
Methodist. To join the on-line congregation please
send an email to amcsmcmeth@gmail.com. If you

don’t get an automatic response please email
bennieharms@croydonmeth.org

+ Revd Stephen Day’s Live Streamed Service - Sundays 10.30 am
 Go to www.shirleymeth.org.uk for the link.

+ Songs of Praise - Sunday 1.15 pm BBC1

+ Prayer for the day - Mon-Sat 5.43 am BBC Radio 4

+ Sunday Morning worship at Methodist Central Hall
www.methodist-central-hall.org.uk/event/morning-worship

+ Sunday Worship -  8.10 am BBC Radio 4

+ Thought for the Day – Mon – Sat 7.45 am BBC Radio 4

+ Daily Service – Mon-Fri 9.45 BBC Radio 4 Long Wave –
      Christian Worship with a Bible reading, prayer and music

Please note - this year - for the first time there will be an
AUGUST edition of Shirley Methodist Matters - as holidays are
not happening this year. Jenny Crook will be the editor and
looks forward to any contributions you may have.

Please contact us if you would like someone -
     or yourself - to be prayed for by members of
     our Prayer Chain.  Names are only taken
     with the consent of the person concerned
     and stay on the chain for a week.

         Margaret King 8777 3770 or Elizabeth Smart   8681 0057
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The pastor of Bethany Pwllgwauny Church and his
family  made a light hearted video about opening his
church post-Lockdown. Bennie played it during a
Zoom service. If you missed it  - here is the link.
Enjoy!

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fIfItkvCVfA

Dear friends,

Like people throughout the world we have been shocked at the
brutal murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis. This murder has
led to an international outpouring of emotion by people
confronted daily with the reality of racism, including systemic
racism, and all who stand in solidarity. Recent events have
illuminated the legacy of the slave trade as part of British history
which usually receives little attention. I spoke about these
matters with some leaders of churches in my pastoral oversight
last week. One steward said I needed to prepare for a tsunami if
I opened a discussion of racism because every black person will
have personal experiences to recount. I know that I do not
experience racism as many of you do; I must listen to your
experiences of racism to gain a greater understanding and be
able to empathise.

 Please note that Bennie will be on leave at the following times
4th – 13th July 2020 (inc)
 25th July – 3rd August 2020 (inc)
22nd August – 31st August 2020. (inc)

Please contact the Senior Steward (Rosemary Jones)
0208656 1915 or Revd S Choi, on 020 8654 5481 if necessary.
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I hope that when we can gather we create spaces where it is
possible to share our experiences of racism, listen to one another
and consider how we need to respond personally and
collectively. am not sure where this significant work will lead us but
I pray it will enable us to be liberated to become anti racist and to
liberate others in the name of Christ.

A steward shared this powerful message with me following last
Sunday’s You Tube service: “I have grown up with this (racism) and I
don’t want to see my children and their children continue to suffer. I
need to see a change before I leave this world.”  I hope we can all
add our “Amen!”

In challenging racism we can be guided by the definition of the
inclusive church adopted by the Methodist Council and which
identifies four key features. An inclusive church:
� welcomes all
� is disciplined in the face of discrimination
� celebrates diversity
� represents its diversity through its life and structures

I believe this valuable definition will be helpful to everyone in
Church and Circuit leadership by providing a standard towards
which we can aspire in the strength of God’s grace.

Recently I have valued the space for more reading. I commend four
books which I have found moving and challenging :

David Olusoga (2016). Black and British: A Forgotten History. Pan

Ibram Kendi (2019). How to be an Antiracist. The Bodley Head.

Reni Eddo-Lodge (2018). Why I’m No Longer Talking to White
People About Race. Bloomsbury

Amelia Gentleman (2019). The Windrush Betrayal: Exposing the
Hostile Environment. Guardian Faber

I conclude with the words of a hymn which formed part of the
resources for Racial Justice Sunday this year. I hope you find the
words meaningful.
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Christian love is not romantic,
Not soft-focused, twee or sweet,

Christian love’s not ‘likes’, or dating,
Far more real than text or tweet.

Christian love means life-long struggle;
Lived-out kindness ev’rywhere.
Christian love must echo Jesus:

Selfless, soulful, steeped  in prayer.

Christian love respects the other,
Seeks to understand, not judge;
Takes delight in mutual learning
Doesn’t force and doesn’t fudge.

Christian love’s an arduous journey,
Finding self by giving all;

Serving, sharing, helping, caring;
Full response to Jesus’ call.

Christian love cries out for justice
Wheresoever it’s denied;

Joins the struggle, makes the protest,
Stays the course, eyes open wide.

Christian love rejects what’s racist,
Sexist, ageist, prejudiced,

Turns against each nurtured bias,
Learning daily to resist.

Christian love is learned from Jesus,
Walks his way and bears his cross;
Self-surrenders, like our Saviour;

Gains much more than what is lost.
Christian love is so persistent,

It outlasts all other things;
By its hope, its faith, its struggle,

It’s the song all heaven sings!

John Campbell © Kevin Mayhew

Congratulations
to two of our Circuit

Churches

Parchmore
Methodist are

celebrating their
125th anniversary

And to
South Norwood

Methodist on their
145th anniversary

We hope they are
able to enjoy

Celebrating as a
Church Family

as soon
as possible.
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Elizabeth Smart writes:

We have been finding new ways to keep in touch recently. We
can ‘see’ each other on Zoom, send texts and WhatsApp
messages as well as  posting cards, chatting on the phone and
sending emails.  On 21st June we congratulated
and wished Frank Brooks a very happy 95th
birthday during our Zoom service. We hope you
had a wonderful garden picnic with your family in
the sunshine.

We have been saddened to hear that Sheila Howard passed away
at her home last week. We hold her sons Mark and John in our
thoughts and prayers. Sheila’s zest for living her life to the full
was incredible and even in the last 2 years when health issues
were challenging. Her goal was always to get better and return to
live in her home. This was where she loved to be and thankfully
she did achieve that. Here are some memories of Sheila:

She was devoted to her sons, funny, kind and straight talking.
Every bus driver on the 198 route gave her all the time she
needed with a smile on their faces – and believe me, that is an
accolade to one characterful lady and I am sure that we would all
agree.

Lis Black

I first met Sheila some years ago when she asked if she could sit
with me at a Church event as she didn’t know anyone. She soon
made friends and joined in Church and Community activities – she
loved to be busy. She enjoyed helping out at the Salvation Army
Charity Shop where she worked as a “back room girl” - sorting
and pressing the clothes. She continued to do did this until just 2
years ago.

Jean Beecher
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Sheila was always so willing to support Churches Together in
Shirley and the Shirley Neighbourhood Care Scheme Management
Committee where she attended meetings for several years and
her experience was invaluable. Sheila certainly played her part in
serving the local community.  We will miss her and may she rest
in Peace.

Jonathan Baxter

We think of our young people and their families who are having
to  work out new ways of getting on together.  We hope that the
children are able to safely get back to school very soon and that
they quickly renew friendships, catch up with their studies and
learn to relax and have fun once again.

We hold in our prayers the Hall Grange family – residents, staff
and families of the residents.  We are delighted that families are
once again able to meet their loved ones. It has been so hard for
families to be separated for so long.  We pray for the volunteers
who are working so hard to complete the work in the Wilderness
and will open up a beautiful space for the residents and the
community to enjoy.  Offers of help and support for the work of
MHA is much needed as we heard when Chaplain Malar
Lawrence spoke on the You Tube service last
Sunday - more information can be obtained by
getting in touch with Hall Grange – 0208 654 1708.

Congratulations to Leslie Griffiths who has been elected to
membership of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe. This body  preceded the European Union by
some years and is supported by 47 member states
(including the EU’s 27). The Council’s work is focused on
Human Rights, Democracy, and the Rule of Law. It fosters
cooperation on legal, cultural and social issues.
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Roslyn Amos-Phillips writes-

It is truly a funny time but we have been
trying to take it in our stride, a day at a
time. Syon has done very well at home
with both mum and dad there to care for
her, as well as her big brother, still having
a structured school day, albeit online!
She has been having fun learning alongside
him. Syon has even been able to have her
violin lessons over Zoom which is quite
amazing.

But it has not been all work and no play, Syon learned to ride her
bike without stabilisers, taking to it like a duck to water and now
joins in on the family bike ride and has even managed to ride 13k
(totally amazed with her effort especially as she was only 3 at the
time). Not every day has been an adventure, we have had plenty
of movie nights and games in the garden to pass the time. She
often gets up to mischief with her brother! But having someone
to play with has definitely made this time easier. We made sure
we had our daily walks in our local area and waved at grandma
(Yvonne Powlett) from afar where possible.

Syon had her 4th birthday during Lockdown and though it was
very different, she really loved it!  She saw her family on Zoom
and received so many birthday wishes and gifts, she was a very
lucky lady. Syon received video birthday wishes from her school
friends too ... we promise to have a big celebration for all the
birthdays passed .… once we’re allowed to that is!!
We look forward to this virus being behind us  and people being
free to start living life again.
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Sarah Belaon writes;

Amelie is now 2 years and 8 months old, so the last 3 months in
Lockdown is a fair proportion of her life. She does not really
know or understand what is happening in the world, however,
she is loving spending lots more time with mummy and daddy.

Previously a usual week for Amelie consisted of nursery,
spending every Wednesday with Grandma, going swimming,
doing toddler activity classes and football and of course church
on Sundays. Then all of a sudden everything completely stopped.
We have had to massively change our routine and find new
things to keep us occupied like baking cakes and biscuits
(probably too many to be honest). We have also been doing
much more walking; previously Amelie would ask to be carried
after just 15 minutes  but now we can go out for up to 2 hours!
She loves to find sticks and stones and of course cannot resist
walking past puddles without having a little jump in them. And
we’ve cracked potty training - our biggest achievement so far!
Amelie has stopped needing her daytime nap, which is a positive
step in her development but also challenging for us when we
used to rely on a 2 hours break after lunch!

There have been some difficult parts of Lockdown - especially not
seeing Grandma for 12 weeks and Amelie has missed playing
with her friends. However thankfully  she has finally got to see

Grandma and has met up with some of
her friends. Another difficult part
particularly at the beginning was having to
tell her to keep away from other people
and watching other people’s reaction if
she got too close.
We remain thankful that we have stayed
safe and healthy and hope and pray that
things continue to get better for the
country and the world.
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Thank you Toby, Chesna, Charlotte, William, Florence for sharing
some of your thoughts

I miss playing rugby with my
team. I miss the normal-ness
of life.

It’s not all bad though because
Mum gets time to cook nice
food. I’ve had lots of time to
go on my bike

I miss going to London and I hope to do it again soon.

We have been missing Sunday
school and going to Grandmas
and Grandads house a lot,
hopefully soon we will be back.

I have made up my own
routine, work in the morning
and relax in the afternoon. It
doesn’t always work out
though.

The thing I think is the best
so far is learning different
things that I would never
really get a chance to do
because I would be at school.

It has also been nice going on
my bike a lot and we have been
watching some cygnets and
moorhen babies getting older.

I’ve been writing so many letters
to people and I've written some
to Mum to try and convince her
to let me buy a hamster, it is yet
to work.

I once stared at the wall
for 25 minutes straight  ...
I was just so bored.

I wish my school would communicate through Zoom. I want to
see my friends.

I wish I could travel to the future and
discover how famous 2020 is.

My mum has no idea
how to help me with
maths - so I have to
wait for Daddy to
finish his work calls.

I wish we had a garden.
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One Sunday my brother and I made
roast dinner for everyone - we had
rhubarb crumble for pudding. We
washed up too.

The thing I miss most is seeing my friends - though we do lots of
House-Party and make Tik Tok videos. I hope they will still be my
friends when we get back to school.

I like getting up at 8am
instead of 6.30am -
and not having to rush
for the bus.

It’s kinda fun - we’ve had family
craft sessions - my favourite was
‘Build the best robot’.

I like eating tea as a family
every night - Daddy used to
be home late every night.

Lockdown has been hard at times, all the energy I usually get is
from those around me, but nowadays everyone is so glum and
bored, which influences my mood.

I feel unhappy and lonely most of the time.

I tried to fix my sleeping pattern by going to sleep at 10:30 and
waking up at 8:30. I would then do exercise and 5 hours of
school. I was quite productive but ... that only lasted for two
days and I’m back to where I was.

As unfortunate as this Lockdown has been, It has
benefited me in a way, because I get to spend
more time with my family and most importantly,
God. I also get to interact with my cousins and
other distant family on the phone.
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Kibbs’ and Mary’s daughters Ashanty and Caitlin write:

Lockdown has been a cauldron of emotions, there have been
days where I have been bored to the edge of death and days
where school work has been dashed at me from every corner of
the world. When Lockdown first started it was heaven, I thought
of it more like a long Easter holiday, but then 6 weeks passed
then 9 and then 12 and still I’m counting. It started to seem like
the days were at a standstill.

Still my mum, alongside the other key workers, consistently tried
their very hardest to deal with the unexpected beast. I’m so
proud and grateful for every single soldier. Unfortunately but not
surprisingly, we caught the virus. Some of us felt it more than
others, but I thank God that my family and whoever is reading
this, is safe and healthy and I pray for those whose family
members have lost the battle .

Ashanty

Lockdown oh Lockdown, like prisoners we were!

Sunrise to sunset we sat in our homes, games we played, stories
we told, books we read, TV we watched and in beds we rolled.
With no hope, night fell and with fear the days began. The
clouds were clear, the neighbourhood silent almost like no life
existed!
I watched with fear as my mum went to meet the unknown
monster. In the darkest hour the key workers still bravely went
out. Not knowing when the monster would attack them. I prayed
daily “please protect my mum.”  I had mixed emotions, happy to
sleep in, no school, less homework but I was  very scared as it
got worse day by day. People, people dying everywhere - the
world was in silence. The news had no news but Covid!

Then the dark hour came when I became the prey. I slept with no
energy,  I feared under my sheets, I was helpless.
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Thank you to all our young people who have shared their
experiences and their fears so honestly.

Editor

”God please don’t let this virus eat me”. Dad encouraged me - no
kids have died he’d say. That gave me hope. Mum would say
have faith. I haven’t been long in this world how can I go?” I
would ask God. I finally got better but my body felt someone’s
but not mine.

I am so grateful to be alive and even happier to know the storm
will be over soon.

Caitlin

Holy Spirit, as families adjust to everyone being home
we ask that You guide people in this new reality.

Give spouses patience, tolerance and understanding.
Prompt worn-out parents to speak words of kindness

and encouragement to their children.
Help children to be patient with their brothers and sisters;
To find creative ways to experience the beauty of Creation;

To seek help when anxious;
To find a friend when fearful;

To learn to find peace in the love of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
May the children find joy in life and when it’s all over.

Amen
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Bennie’sThe Final Countdown!

As I sit and write this article the whole country is waiting on the
edge of their seats for THAT broadcast on BBC today. (And by the
time you read this article it will all be HISTORY!) In 1986 a
Swedish rock band Europe, released ‘The Final Countdown’. The
songwriter, Joey Tempest, wrote an organ riff having been
inspired by David Bowie's song, ‘Space Oddity’.  Originally it was
only intended to be a concert opener, but Tempest incorporated
the riff into the song ‘The Final Countdown’. It reached #1 in 25
countries including the UK, where it was certified gold in the
same year.

We're leaving together,
But still it's farewell

And maybe we'll come back
To earth, who can tell?

I guess there is no one to blame
We're leaving ground (leaving ground)

Will things ever be the same again?
It's the final countdown

The final countdown

Well, it's not the country we’re leaving (although in many
respects it may as well be) it will be leaving Lockdown and
Isolation. A fact of life and what has become the norm not only in
the UK but right across the world in various forms or the other.

But what are we waiting for? Just this ……

What restrictions will Boris left tonight in his broadcast? Will it be
the beginning of fireworks of celebration countrywide or will it be
a damp squib? Not worth watching? I'm sure there's something
more exciting than this. Should have continued watching the
YouTube video about not throwing away scrap pieces of wood.
Riveting stuff by the way !  Keeps you glued to your seat!
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So, have we been given the go ahead to open our churches or
must we remain closed?   Will I still have to stay two metres
apart  or will it be down to just one metre?  By the time you read
this - we will know!

What about church?  When will we meet again?  Will we feel safe
meeting together?  Will things ever be the same again? Asks the
song.   Absolutely not!  It's the final countdown!

My prayer for you, as you read this, is that through it all you may
know peace, have peace and share peace. Jesus told his
disciples, my peace I gave to you. Not just any peace. Not peace
just for peace's sake. His peace! Paul writes in Colossians 3:15,
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.

You can experience this peace even in these times of tumult.

‘ Peace in the Midst of
the Storm’ by Jack E.
Dawson depicts a raging
waterfall, a thunderous
storm, dark clouds,
flashes of lightning and
wild waters in the river.
There in the middle of it
all, sheltered in the cleft
of a rock is a small bird. It
is quietly sitting on its
nest, hence the title,
“Peace in the midst of
the Storm.”

May you know such
peace. God bless you.

Bennie
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Thank you Ray Roberts and Jean Beecher for these photos.
What lovely memories of Church friends.

Hall Grange
Open Air Service

2006

Tea party after the
Harvest Concert

2006
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Harvest Entertainment   2006

Methodist
Guild Holiday
to Southport
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It is so good to hear that the
residents are continuing with
their various activities - crafts,
music therapy (via Zoom), mini
basket ball, quoits, water pistols
& targets, choir and green care
activities. The activity managers
have organised sing-a-longs using
You Tube videos - all the old pub
classics as well as hymns! There
has even been dancing!  Sadly
though, the volunteers have not
yet been able to meet up with
the residents. The staff have been
taking small groups into the
Wilderness where they have
marvelled at the transformation.

It was MHA Sunday on 14th June.
Sadly this could not be celebrated
with the usual open air service -
instead Revd Stephen Day
remembered Hall Grange during
his on line service. He invited
Malar Lawrence, one of the Hall
Grange chaplains to share her
experiences during these very
challenging times.

Jose Riddiough with the
Floribunda rose ‘Lark Ascend-
ing’  bought for her by her son
Trevor a couple of years ago.
Last year Jose counted 61
blooms!

Irene Owens leading the
residents’ prayer meeting.
How wonderful it is that the
residents care for each other
in this way.

Hall Grange
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Here is a little of what Malar
said:
 ‘Due to Covid19 we have had an
entirely different life style. All
staff have worked together,
cried together, laughed
together, and tried to cheer the
residents and ensure their well
being.  By God’s grace we have
been sustained ’.

Jennifer Potter - the other
chaplain led the prayers. She
reminded us that in times of
sorrow and of joy, God is our
strength and our hope. She
prayed for all involved with
MHA, at national and at local
level as they respond to the
current situation. Jennifer
prayed for all the Hall Grange
team especially - including the
volunteers. She prayed that the
Wilderness would be a source of
joy, of restoration and
eventually a memorial to those
who have died.

A truly moving national MHA
Memorial Service was broadcast
on You Tube that afternoon - it
can still be viewed at
www.mha.org.uk/mhasunday

Let us pray for Hall Grange

Pray for those mourning the
loss of family members

Pray for those who have been
shielding and are now so
concerned about going out

Pray for our country - that it
will be a place where
everybody feels valued

regardless of race or colour

Pray for those who are
fearing unemployment.

We were scheduled to meet
in July for monthly meeting of

fellowship and prayer.  Of
course, this is not possible but
all prayer however offered is

still heard by God.
So from our own homes - let

us meet God in prayer.
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America – a tale of two peoples.

Leslie Griffiths writes:

I want to write about two of my oldest American
friends, one is an African American named Wesley Williams. We met
as long ago as 1991 in Haiti – we were both there to monitor a criti-
cal election. My first book, a history of Haiti (through Methodist
eyes) had just been published and Wesley was reading it and des-
perate to talk about it. There we were, in the first black republic in
the world, discussing the way American marines, “red necks” from
the southern States, had treated Haitians during their long (1915 –
1934) occupation of the country. It was an open-and-shut case of
racism on the part of Haiti’s northern neighbour which systematical-
ly raped the country, stripped it of all its natural resources, despised
its proud culture and history, demeaned it in the eyes of the world,
and left it on the verge of bankruptcy.

Wesley wanted to meet the white man who seemed able to write
about these matters with candour and passion. We became firm
friends. He has taken me into the experience of black people in gen-
eral, African American people in particular, and taught me so much
about their culture. He’s shown me how Black Lives Matter.

Wesley is a Harvard-trained Methodist minister and the son of a
Methodist minister too. His father, Willard, shared digs with none
other than Martin Luther King when they were students at Boston
university. Indeed, the young Wesley Williams used to be baby-sat
from time to time by Martin and Coretta King. I have a photograph
alongside my computer that shows Willard in 1965, in the company
of Dr King (and others) on the road from Selma to Montgomery,
Alabama. I remember Wesley’s mother too. Anne-Laurie loved to
tell us how she’d been brought up by her grandmother – an old lady
who’d begun her own life as a slave in the ante-bellum South. Anne-
Laurie had attended Fisk University,Tennessee, the very first such
institution set up for black students in the immediate aftermath of
the Civil War. She’d studied and subsequently taught music.
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Almost twenty years after meeting Wesley, Margaret and I were
visiting America and staying with our dear Jewish friends Fran
Reiter and her mother Shirley in Manhattan. I’d met Fran in 1999
here in London; she was at that time the deputy mayor of New
York; both of us were speaking at a conference called “The future
of London.” Again, here was a friendship destined to flourish
beyond words. Fran’s family had arrived in the USA in the early
19th century fleeing from pogroms in Eastern Europe. She ran Rudi
Giuliani’s re-election campaign and desperately wanted to succeed
him as New York’s mayor, but couldn’t raise the shedloads of
dollars necessary for anyone wanting to hold these high offices.
Her mother, in her 80s, had been at work on one of the upper
floors of a skyscraper on the day those planes drove into the twin
towers of the World Trade Centre. They were lower than she and,
in horror, she watched them at close quarters as they crashed into
those neighbouring buildings. Covered in white dust, she somehow
found her way to her home in lower Manhattan to everyone’s
relief.

We so wanted these two friends from such different parts of our
life to meet each other. I shall never forget the occasion when it
happened. First, a sumptuous supper in a restaurant in Central Park
and then, off we went, to Broadway where we enjoyed a revival
performance of Scott Joplin’s “Ragtime.” Joplin had been a friend
of Wesley’s family. The story is a very moving one – it shows how
the USA threw open its doors to the huddled masses and the
tempest tossed, to anyone fleeing from persecution. People like
Fran’s grandparents. But it also depicted the deep suffering of
African Americans, descendants of slaves, people like Wesley, who
were constantly marginalised, kept at bay, and ill-treated.

Can you imagine the feelings of Margaret and myself as we sat
together in that theatre, flanked by Fran Reiter and Wesley
Williams? There we were framed in our seats by the very story
we’d all been watching on stage – a tale of two peoples whose
fortunes still underlie the history and the character of the United
States of America.



22

Jean Beecher writes:

Time seemed to pass much more slowly and it
was so quiet.  Birds twittering in silent roads; so
many more sparrows! I was reminded of times
past when they lined the railings of the London parks: if one flew
off, another immediately took its place.

We are fortunate to be in walking distance of some lovely parks. My
favourite is Lloyd Park and in the last months I have got to know it
well. There are many paths to follow: the higher part offering good
views of Croydon and such a variety of beautiful trees. Early on,
before the grass was cut, the fields were covered in buttercups and
long-stemmed daisies. The route I followed passed a clump of
yellow irises. It truly is a nature lover’s paradise. It was good to see
so many people enjoying the sunshine; families, enthusiastic joggers
and dog walkers in the field by the car park . But pass through the
“hole in the hedge” and you soon found yourself pretty much alone.

I really appreciated the gardens leading up to the park: especially
memorable was the vivid colour and powerful scent of the roses
after the heavy rain in mid-June. One garden has a statue of a
Grecian maiden pouring water from a pitcher into an urn – lovely to
see on a hot day. Several windows showed pictures of rainbows, a
memory of this time we will all take with us.

Much has been written on the kindness of people – the hospital
staff, the carers, the general public. I have benefitted from it
personally in many ways. One Sunday morning I was watching the
service from Hereford Cathedral – when the doorbell rang. It was
the couple who were delivering my shopping, something they have
done fortnightly since the start of Lockdown. The words of the
hymn “spoke to my heart” as the congregation sang:

“All I have needed thy hand has provided,
Great is thy Faithfulness, Lord, unto me.”

Deo Gratis
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This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in
an airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu,
keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he
passed it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on
this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it
while playing his banjo, Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so
intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column.
Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving,
she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some
names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people,
however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the
book names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from
answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister
or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has
shown that something in our genes is responsible for the
difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a
recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha
Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record. The local paper, The
Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this
puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel
Humana humbly puts it, "The books are all right here in plain view
hidden from sight." Those able to find all of them will hear great
lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation
that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur
without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and
spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you
compete really well against those who claim to know the answers.
Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus. There really are 30
books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to
be found.        God Bless.

Solution on page 30

30 books of the Bible are hidden in this paragraph. Can you find them?
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Margaret King writes -

Soon after the arrival of the Coronavirus, a member of
the Shirley Evening Townswomen’s Guild, of which I am
a member, suggested that we might put Post-it-Notes
into an empty jam-jar saying what we were missing
during the Lockdown. Certainly ‘seeing friends and, or family’
could well appear on the ‘list’ for most people, but of course
there are many other things that we might well be missing or
finding difficult during this time. It occurred to me that it would
be equally good to have a second jam-jar to hold notes of
things, activities, experiences which have brought special pleas-
ure, and even joy and blessing, during these difficult weeks. Per-
haps something you have never found time to do before, or
something that has brought you delight.

I am not giving any more ideas but suggest that you may like to
do this activity too, with or without jam-jars. I think you will find
it a very therapeutic activity and will surprise yourself with the
number of thoughts you come up with. We will not be asking
you to submit your findings but hope you will simply enjoy the
experience of recalling good moments and experiences and also
those which you have not been able to enjoy as much.
My good wishes as you give yourself time to ‘remember’.

Spotted in The Times last week

In a cafe in South West France we saw
this on the menu

Un cafe €2.60
Un cafe s’il vous plait  €1.80

Bonjour, un cafe s’il vous plait €1.30

(I wonder what the price was if it was
ordered in English!)
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Malcolm Sadler
Malcolm was known to so many at Shirley. Here are a few
thoughts taken from his obituary

Malcolm Sadler was an active member of Parchmore Methodist
for over 60 years, and was known to many in the Circuit. He died
on died on April 1st. He was an enthusiast for Methodist history
and a regular visitor to the Wesley Chapel in City Road. He is
remembered among Boys Brigade members of the 1960s for
sales of ‘John Wesley soap’, one of his many fund raising drives
for Methodist causes. Parchmore members remember him as
one who  cared for everybody. ‘If a job wanted doing it was often
a case of ask Malcolm’.  For many years he took a leading role in
fund raising for Hall Grange. It was therefore fitting that when
the time came to leave his home in Hobart Gardens as
Parkinson’s took hold, it was to Hall Grange that he turned for
care and support. Malcolm was a Thornton Heath man born and
bred - and was a postman there for 30 years. His daily round
provided the chance to get to know many local residents and to
provide help and support in a similar fashion to his stewardship
role at Parchmore.

SHRUBLANDS FOOD BANK

We have always been generous, as a church, in supporting the
food bank. As you can guess, they are needing lots of things at
the moment - but it is hard for anyone to get things to them.

If you could support them financially instead - either by cheque
or by bank transfer it would be greatly appreciated.

Contact - Trevor Ashby info@shrublandstrust.org
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The Rumour
(Keep this philosophy in mind the next time you hear - or are about to
repeat - a rumour!)

In ancient Greece (469 - 399 BC), Socrates
was widely lauded for his wisdom. One day
the great philosopher came upon an
acquaintance, who ran up to him excitedly
and said, "Socrates, do you know what I just
heard about one of your students?"

"Wait a moment," Socrates replied. "Before
you tell me, I'd like you to pass a little test.
It's called the Test of Three. Before you talk to me about my
student let's take a moment to test what you're going to say. The
first test is Truth. Have you made absolutely sure that what you
are about to tell me is true?"

"No," the man replied, "actually I just heard about it." "All right,"
said Socrates. "So you don't really know if it's true or not.
Now let's try the second test, the test of goodness. Is what you
are about to tell me about my student something good?"
"No, on the contrary," was the reply. "So", Socrates continued,
"you want to tell me something bad about him even though
you're not certain it's true?" The man shrugged, a little
embarrassed. Socrates continued, "You may still pass though
because there is a third test - the filter of usefulness. Is what you
want to tell me about my student going to be useful to me?" The
man hesitated and said, "No, not really..."

"Well," concluded Socrates, "if what you want to tell me is
neither True nor Good, nor even Useful, why tell it to me at all?"
The man was defeated and ashamed and said no more.  Surely
this is the reason Socrates was a great philosopher and held in
such high esteem.

Association of Church Editors
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Just over an hour’s drive away in Sussex is the Knepp Estate.
The owners took the brave (crazy?) step 20 years ago of
rewilding their 3,500 acre farm. They are using grazing animals
(Longhorn cattle, red deer and Exmoor ponies) to create
traditional habitats and are restoring natural water courses with
the re-introduction of beavers. Extremely rare species like turtle
doves, nightingales, peregrine falcons and purple emperor
butterflies are now breeding there.

This project was featured on Springwatch during Lockdown. As
soon as we could, we set off with a picnic and a camera. You can
park for just £5 and then you have a choice of four different trails
- from 3k to 9k.  It is a bird watchers & photographers paradise.

I bought the book about the project - please ask if you would like
to borrow it.
To find out more about Knepp go to www.knepp.co.uk

Kate Marsden
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July is marked in the Methodist
calendar by the annual
Conference. This was
established in 1784 by John
Wesley. He nominated 100
people and declared them to
be members so that after his
death governance could be
sustained. Conference has
remained the governing body
ever since.

Originally, John Wesley did not
intend to establish a church.
Indeed, as an Anglican priest,
he insisted people attend their
local Parish Church regularly.
Methodist meetings (known as
Methodist bands, class
meetings and societies) were
held mid-week, to encourage
fellowship, prayer and Bible
study.

How times have changed! This
year Conference is to be held
online. A new President and
Vice-President are being
inducted. Business
concludes on July
1st. One of the major
considerations will
have been how the

easing of Lockdown can be
applied in the life of the
Church.

We are reminded that we are a
national and international
family - with circuits, districts
and the UK Connexion.
Decisions made nationally are
worked out locally, but we are
bound together by a common
purpose.

Young people have a say in the
way The Methodist Church is
governed. Their collective voice
is used to  influence directly
Methodist decisions. For some
years the priorities agreed by
the young people have been
worked through at 3Generate.
Our Croydon based young
people have been going to
3Generate in previous years
and it would be good to help
them do so again. Plans are still
afoot for a gathering in the
Birmingham NEC during

October half-term and
your prayers are
asked that this can
happen.



29

The summer months will of
course be different for all of us
this year. However for young
people summer usually marks a
significant break in schooling.
This year, so many have not
been to school since March and
their usual end of term
activities won’t be happening.

Youth uniformed organisations
have suspended their activities
until September - but young

people still have so much
energy. It would be good to
have some options to bring us
together again when schools
aim to resume in September.

Lindsey Macfarlane
Croydon Circuit Youth Development &

Safeguarding Officer
Lindsey@croydonmeth.org

 020 8653 2424
www.croydonmeth.org

 Facebook: Lindsey Croydon Meth

On Saturday July 14th Shirley Neighbourhood Care is organising
an Afternoon Tea. It will not be held at the
Church as it has in the past.It will not see
everyone seated round tables chatting.

BUT it will involve eating delicious
sandwiches, cakes and scones. Volunteers will
be delivering  Afternoon Tea goodies to
people’s homes - so they know they are not
forgotten.

Thank you Suzy Stoyel for having such an
inspired idea. Thank you to all the volunteer bakers, packers
drivers and befrienders.

Do you know what a knock-knobbler is ?

In the Middle Ages it was the word for someone employed to
keep sleepy parishioners awake during sermons!

Of course we would NEVER need one at Shirley, would we ?
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Dial-a-Prayer with the
Methodist Church in Britain

Listen to a prayer:
0808 281 2514
Listen to news:
0808 281 2478

Daily Hope from Lambeth Palace

0800 8048044
Prayers, hymns and

reflections

These calls are free -
and might especially suit
those without the inter-
net.  Please pass the
numbers on to anyone
who may benefit.

Croydon Talking Therapies

   offers free NHS services and
   advice during times of stress
   and difficulties. Search for

‘Croydon Talking Therapies’
   online  or call 020 3228 4040.

  Age UK and Croydon Voluntary
  Action (CVA) have set up a
  telephone befriending service
  for all ages, where volunteers

  give company through
regular chats on the phone
numbers:

020 8686 0066
07540 720 102

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane
seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for
hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some friends. One friend from
Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it
while playing his banjo, Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it
she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job
of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves.
There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some peo-
ple, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book
names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are
forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at
the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for
the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund
raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth
set a new record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons
who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen.
As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, "The books are all right here in plain view hid-
den from sight." Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from
those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like
Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that
punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help
you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remem-
ber, there is no need for a mad exodus. There really are 30 books of the Bible
lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found.
God Bless.
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 During these difficult times we will continue
producing our church magazine to keep in touch
(indeed there will be BONUS AUGUST edition).
During the present crisis we will continue to print

very few copies. The magazine will available throughout
the month on www.shirleymeth.org.uk.  If you know
someone who would like to read our magazine but does
not have access to the internet - maybe you could print off
a copy and post it … or pop it through their door.

       As always - we are grateful for your contributions.

          Kate Marsden     katemarsden747@gmail.com
               Jenny Crook   jenny.crook@blueyonder.co.uk

The AUGUST edition will be on the website on Sunday 2nd
August. Please send  contributions by Sunday July 26th

   We have now settled in to a new routine for our clients:

Personal shopping – our volunteers are regularly making individual
   shopping trips for clients.  If the client rings one morning, their
   shopping is delivered to their door the next day.

Telephone befriending – more than 40 of our clients are benefiting
   from a regular call from volunteer phone buddies.

Lunch club meal delivery service - each Friday. If we are called no
   later than Tuesday morning, a meal can be collected from Shirley
   Methodist or delivered by volunteers The price is £4.50.
     To contact Shirley Neighbourhood Care Tel 020 8662 9599
                     Email sncs@shirleyneighbourhoodcare.co.uk
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Shirley Methodist Church
one of ‘Churches Together in Shirley’

As followers of Jesus Christ, our mission is:

  to honour God by our daily living as  individuals
and our corporate life as a church

  to offer God worship which is both lively and
dignified

   to offer welcome and care to all, regardless of
age, status, gender, ethnicity, social class, sexual
orientation, ability or disability

    to stimulate one another to grow in our faith
and develop our discipleship

  to work with our fellow-Christians in Shirley to
serve our neighbours and share with others our
experience of God’s love


