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DEC 6 10.30 ADVENT 2 REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON 

6.30 REVD JANE CASSIDY

DEC 13 10.30 ADVENT 3   GIFT SERVICE  ALL 
AGE  WORSHIP     BAPTISM

REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON 

6.30 HOLY COMMUNION REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON  

DEC 20 10.30 ADVENT  /HOLY COMMUNION REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON 

6.30 CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON 

DEC 24 11.30 CHRISTMAS  EVE  COMMUNION REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON  

DEC 25 10.30 CHRISTMAS DAY REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON 

DEC 27 10.30 REVD RACHEL DEIGH

JAN  3 10.30 EPIPHANY MISS LINDA PEARCE

6.30 REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON  

JAN 10 10.30 COVENANT SERVICE / HOLY 
COMMUNION 

REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON 

6.30 REVD EBUTE OBIABO

JAN 17 10.30 REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON 

6.30 HOLY COMMUNION REVD RACHEL DEIGH 

JAN 24 10.30 CHRISTIAN UNITY MR HABIB NADER  

6.00 6PM AT ST JOHNS 

JAN 31 10.30 REVD HARVEY RICHARDSON 

6.30 MR JIM HOLMAN 

Worship in December & January 

Worship begins informally at 10.15 with ‘Gathering time’ .....singing or organ 
music or a selection of recorded music.

A  crèche is available but not on 20 / 27 Dec but parents may use the lounge & 
crèche toys if they wish.  There are bags of small toys and books available at 
the back of the church for any families to use.
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This month the Minister’s letter is written by 
Revd Jane Cassidy 

Dear Friends

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: his mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not 
be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins."  All this took 
place to fulfil what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: "The virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel" - which means "God with us."

These famous words from the book of 
Matthew will be read in the next few weeks. 
We will sing Advent hymns like “O come, O 
come Immanuel” and Christmas Carols like “Hark! the Herald Angels 
Sing” with its line “Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our 
Immanuel”. Immanuel means “God with us” and we’d probably all sign 
up to the belief that God is indeed with us, not just at Christmas but 
always.

But … I just wonder what our lives, our churches and the surrounding 
communities would look like if we all took this really seriously. 

I wonder, if we ran every one of our decisions and actions past the idea 
that God was standing beside us, whether we would do and say some 
of the things that we do. 

I wonder if we would arrange ourselves into the church structures and 
organisations that we have (I think I’m talking myself out of a job here) 
and whether we would hold fast to the buildings in which we meet. 

Before I joined the Croydon Circuit you had all been working incredibly 
hard for several years doing the circuit review and looking at staffing, 
leadership, buildings and so on.  You have narrowly escaped death by 
consultation and “papers”. Some of the findings have been acted on by 
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by the Pilot Group but it is time to really look hard at the Circuit and its 
constituent churches in the light of all that you have fed into the “Time 
of Change” document.  So, watch out for a preaching series across the 
Circuit on the theme of “The Covenant”, following Covenant Sunday 
and the launch of something that will have a snappy title (yes, really) 
that each church can use as a sort of tool to help assess the church’s 
mission (or rather it’s effectiveness as part of God’s mission) and 
resources.

We believe as we sing our Carols and read the ancient words from the 
prophet Isaiah that God is with us in Croydon. The question is “what do 
the Methodist Churches of the Croydon Circuit do to make that real to 
the people of this place?”

May the blessing of the Prince of Peace be with you throughout this 
Advent and Christmastide. 

Jane

 Enid Hargreaves writes   

 "I don't know how  properly to express my thanks to you all for the 
wonderful card and gift you gave me on Sunday 15 November.  I found it 
quite overwhelming and I am really grateful.  I am conscious of how much I 
shall miss the warmth and friendship I have found at Shirley.  I will be living 
in Ryde ( Fran Byard can give you my address & phone number). 
My email address is ehargreaves@talktalk.net.  If anyone makes a visit to 
the Island, you will be very welcome to call or to stay for a few days.  
Although my new flat is tiny, there is a guest room available, which I can 
book for you."  
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FAMILY NEWS
Elizabeth Smart writes

We have been delighted to hear that 
Praveen and Jo Herat have had a 
baby boy, Noah (brother for Rockia) and we send 
them and Grandma Rohini our love.

Also Yvonne Powlett has been very pleased that her first grandchild 
has been born to Ryan and Daniella – a little girl called Mia.  We 
give thanks for her safe arrival and send our love to all the family.   

 Lorna Bennett has passed on good news too ...... Paul and Stacey 
are expecting a baby in May and she is looking forward 
to seeing them in Australia very soon. 

Catherine Blake is marrying Steve Graham on 7th Dec 
at a hotel on the beach near Auckland, N Z.  Margaret 
& David will be travelling out for this special occasion.

Margaret Godfrey has shared this news:  ‘My granddaughter Emily 
(aged 10) played The Last Post and Reveille on her cornet at 
Barrow-upon-Soars War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday. Emily 
did really well in front of over 500 people’.

We send our best wishes to Enid Hargreaves who has just moved 
to the Isle of Wight on the 27th November.  We will miss Enid so 
very much – Harvey called her a girl of the Kingdom on Sunday and 
how true that is.  We wish Enid every blessing as she goes to her 

new home and we hope that we will see her if we are  
on holiday on the Island.

It was with sadness that we heard  that Ralph Harp 
had passed away on 26th October. He was so faithful in all that he 
did in the life of the Church – he and Dorrie were both at 
Broomwood Church teaching in the Sunday School and Dorrie 
playing the piano and worshipping at Shirley in the evening for   
many years.  Ralph’s  love for his family, always  ready to make 
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 time for each of them was how  he will be remembered by them and 
also by all who knew and loved him.  We give thanks for his 
wonderful Christian life which has touched us all. We remember his 
family with love.

We shall be thinking of Josie Riddiough and including her in our 
prayers as she settles into Hall Grange.   

Our thoughts and prayers are also with  John Burch, Derek and Joy 
Funnell and their daughter Jill Moncaster, Iris Jones, Alan McEwen, 
Kay Bateson, Gladys Kimber, Eulah Marshall, Vicky Lynch-Shyllon, 
Peter and June Main, Jean and Martin Merrett, Lyndsey McFarlane, 
Aaron Read and Valerie Reeve.     Also those who are unable to 
come to worship – we think of Peggy Bridger, 
Essie Green, Gladys Hilson, Shanti Ratnayake 
and Dorothy Winter together with Paul Bennett, 
Anita Graham and Christopher Land.

We remember our friends at Hall Grange and we 
particularly think of the family and friends of Mrs 
Doris Garth and Mrs Hilda Marchant who have 
recently died.

We wish all our church family a blessed Christmas and a peaceful 
New  Year. We think of those in our congregation who have had  the 
special joy of new  babies this year. We remember those who have 
lost loved ones.   And we think of those whose family and friends 
cannot be with them and hope that they find companionship among 
the folk here at Shirley. We hope that those making long journeys 
this season return safely, refreshed in body and mind.

The editors would like to thank Elizabeth for the prayerful way she 
has contributed to the magazine with her Family News, and to wish 
her a happy and peaceful Christmas & New Year

������� �
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THU 3 LUNCHTIME  CONCERT  1.15     ORCHARD WAY SCHOOL
GUILD - ‘FROM DOGMA TO .... ?’   H RICHARDSON  8PM 
BROWNIES  6.15

FRI 4 SHIRLEY TAPPERS ‘BROADWAY MELODIES’  7.30
ADDINGTON METHODIST CHRISTMAS TREE EXHIBITION   
CHRISTMAS CAROLS CHOIR PRACTICE 7.30

SAT 5 SHIRLEY TAPPERS BROADWAY MELODIES’  7.30
ADDINGTON METHODIST CHRISTMAS TREE EXHIBITION  
JOHN RUSKIN CONCERT @ ST  MARY MAGDALENE  7.30

SUN 6 FLOATING SHELTER

THU 10 BROWNIES CHRISTMAS  PARTY  6PM
GUILD CHRISTMAS EVENING  8PM
MEMORIAL SERVICE - WOODSIDE  BEREAVEMENT GROUP  AT  
WOODSIDE BAPTIST    7PM

FRI 11 CHRISTMAS CAROLS CHOIR PRACTICE 7.30

SAT 12 SHIRLEY COMMUNITY FAIR   12 - 4

SUN 13 GIFT SERVICE - 10.30  GIFTS / DONATIONS FOR NIGHTWATCH 
FLOATING SHELTER

FRI 18 CHRISTMAS CAROLS CHOIR PRACTICE 7.30

SUN 20 CANDLELIT CAROLS - 6.30
FLOATING SHELTER

FRI 25 CHRISTMAS MORNING SERVICE

THU 31 WATCHNIGHT SERVICES AT  DOWNSVIEW PARCHMORE & W 
CROYDON  

SUN 10 COVENANT SERVICE

THU 14 BROWNIES -FIRST MEETING IN 2010

FRI 15 WORKSHOP FOR STAINERS CRUCIFIXION  7.30 

SUN 17 WORKSHOP FOR STAINERS CRUCIFIXION AT CHRISTCHURCH   
2.30

ALL  AT SHIRLEY UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE
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Before the paling of the stars,
  Before the winter morn,

Before the earliest cockcrow
  Jesus Christ was born:

Born in a stable,
  Cradled in a manger,

In the world His hands had made
  Born a stranger.

Priest and king lay fast asleep
  In Jerusalem,

Young and old lay fast asleep
  In crowded Bethlehem:

Saint and Angel, ox and ass,
  Kept a watch together,

Before the Christmas daybreak
  In the winter weather.

Jesus on His Mother's breast
  In the stable cold,

Spotless Lamb of God was He,
  Shepherd of the fold:

Let us kneel with Mary maid,
  With Joseph bent and hoary,

With Saint and Angel, ox and ass,
  To hail the King of Glory.

Christina Rosetti   1864 
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Christmas memories  

A group from Hall Grange enjoyed a nostalgic chat recently. 
Here is just some of the conversation .............

“ We didn’t have much money.  I remember a wooden 
pencil case with a sliding top, full of crayons and a new 
fountain pen. My pillow case was left by the end of the bed 
and in the morning there was big box of Meccano in it. I 
hung one of Dad’s longest socks (he wore plus fours so his 
socks were really long) on the mantel piece. My stocking 
always had a tangerine in the toe – it was wrapped in dark 
blue tissue paper. As well as that I had a handful of nuts 
–usually brazils and almonds (that were impossible to 
crack) – a shiny coin and a couple of little toys. Barley sugar 
sticks were my favourite sweet. My mum used to make all 
my doll’s clothes and on Christmas morning my doll would 
be sitting on the piano in her new satin dress. Once Gran 
knitted an entire outfit for my teddy. I always had ballet 
shoes for Christmas and one year I had red ones –the best 
–just like Moira Shearer. I used to write to Father Christmas 
and post the letter up the chimney. My favourite present 
was a set of Lotts Bricks I used to make all sorts of buildings 
and bridges with them. 

I loved getting a painting set, brushes and a painting book. 
I was an only child and I loved drawing and painting. I 
remember getting jigsaws and games like snakes and 
ladders as well as ludo.

One year my parents took me to the British Empire 
Exhibition at Wembley. There was so much to see. The 
aisles and booths were lit with naptha lamps. One booth 
was selling dolls and my father bought me one…….. she 
had a soft body, hard limbs and a head covered in ‘moulded 
hair’. I called her Wembley and  kept her for many many 
years.

Every year I tried to stay awake to see Father Christmas 
come but I never managed it. We used to go to the local 
department store and queue up to see Father Christmas in 
his grotto. I sat on his knee and got a present from him.  
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Mother always made the pudding weeks beforehand and we 
helped to stir it. She put a silver threepenny bit in it ( after 
she had sterilised it !) Once my uncle pretended that he had 
found a half crown in his pud & I believed him. We got the 
box of decorations from the loft; the paper chains were  
made out of gummed strips of paper that tasted horrid. I 
liked making lanterns by folding & cutting paper. We always 
had a real tree but it was very small. Father carried it home 
on his shoulder. We helped to decorate it and put a fairy on 
the top .The glass baubles were really fragile. 

We went to church at Christmas, my father was the minister 
so Mother left the meat in the oven on a low light so we could 
have lunch when we got home. He preached at the same 
church every Sunday for years and years. When he died 
mother found all his sermons in his roll top desk. 

We had roast chicken; one from the backyard, I did not like 
that as I used to give all the chickens names, there again it 
did not stop me eating it ! Mother made lots of mince pies. I 
remember when I was older I was a member of WVS and 
used to distribute food to the poor, taking plates of food 
covered with metal lids to about 12 homes. Some of the 
people begged me to stay as they never had any visitors.

My grandmother was very strict and Presbyterian so we did 
not celebrate Christmas really but I had gifts during the 
year.  We had very little money; my father was a minister  
and I remember people in the church gave me little gifts but 
I don’t remember getting any from my parents.
Lots of carol singers came to the door. We used to open 
the door only after they had sung a few verses so we got 
our money’s worth !

We were a big family and cousins used to come on 
Christmas afternoon. We  loved playing with our new toys. 
 I was not so lucky .....we always went to visit a very elderly 
lady on Christmas Day. I was the only child there and after 
we had eaten everyone went to sleep and I had to go and 
sit on my own in the nursery and be good”.

Christmas Blessings to you all.

WITH 
THANKS

 
PENNY 
SMITH

JOHN
 MANTLE

MARGERY 
COX

REG & 
PEGGY 
DEAN

MARTIN & 
JEAN 

MERRET

BERYL 
JOHNES

MARY 
HAWKINS

JOAN 
MILLER 

EILEEN 
GOODWIN

JOAN 
PARISH 

ALAN 
CHALLICE

SARAH 
HALLS
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Christmas in Sweden

We were fortunate to spend 8 years in Gothenburg and enjoyed 
celebrating Christmas- Julfest - the Swedish way ! Families have their 
special Christmas meal on Christmas Eve (Julafton). Because of the 
usual heavy falls of snow folk come well prepared !  Traditionally 
families rode in horse drawn sleighs, well wrapped in furs and blankets. 
Now however heated Volvos are more usual!  In some villages candle-
lit processions wind through the streets. The Christmas season extends 
right through to New Years Day and throughout this time Swedish 
families make a point of having a small red-shaded lamp lit in one 
window as well as a triangular lamp which simulates a Christmas tree in 
an another. Christmas decorations include 
flowers such as the poinsettia, red tulips, and 
red or white amaryllis. Gingerbread biscuits are 
cooked and gingerbread houses are decorated 
with piped icing to mark out doors and windows. 
A traditional Christmas Eve dinner usually 
includes smorgasbord or a Swedish Christmas 
buffet with ham, pork, or fish. Families 
traditionally kept their own pig and prepared it themselves for Christmas 
by smoking it.  We found that Swedes disliked our Christmas pudding; 
preferring Risgryngrot - a special creamy rice pudding with one almond 
in it. Whoever finds the almond gets to make a wish, or is believed to 
get married the coming year! this pudding dates back to the time of the 
Swedish East India Company when rice , a luxury, was brought home 
on the ships. All this was washed down with a few glasses of schnapps. 
After dinner, someone dressed up as Tomte (Christmas gnome) who 

according to Swedish myth lives on a farm or in the 
forest. Tomte hands out the presents while doing funny 
rhymes. Milk had to be left in a dish otherwise he 
would bring bad luck into the home. Tomte is not such 
a benevolent character as Father Christmas! 
Swedish children loved eating marzipan animals; the 
baker’s windows were full of the most amazing 
creations. Sadly neither David nor Jane would eat 
marzipan! One Christmas stands out in our minds. We 

lived in a town house on a square high above Gothenberg. Our children 
joined the local ones tobogganing in the square and on the slopes; we 
happily watched them from the warmth of our kitchen. Happy days!

Martin & Jean Merrett   
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World Leprosy Day 2010
Sunday 31 January

'Praise the LORD, O my soul ... who forgives 
all your sins and heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the pit and 
crowns you with love and compassion. '    
Psalm 103:2-4

In 2010 The Leprosy Mission ( TLM ) is focusing 
on Nepal to celebrate World Leprosy Day. At Anandaban hospital, 
patients not only receive medical care, but staff also help them begin 
the slow process of emotional healing and release. The hospital's 
projects include medical treatment and surgery, counselling, education 
support, housing support and small business loans. The general 
community are helped to understand the disease and lose their fear of 
it. Village doctors  trained in diagnosis and treatments. Over a third of 
the beneficiaries are women, in many cases their husbands have left 
them and they are jobless, unsupported and have children to care for.   
World Leprosy Day is a wonderful opportunity to join with people 
around the world in praying for those affected by leprosy and those 
working to eliminate the causes and consequences of the disease.

 

Advent Gospel Singing Workshop 

An opportunity to liberate your voice and your soul in a 
fun & relaxing way through gospel music.

Come and join us  -  all are welcome from complete 
beginners to experienced singers.

Thursday December 3rd    7.45 
Holy Innocents Church 

Selhurst Road  near S Norwood Library

Led by Catherine Pestano; community singer

FREE !

Contact Revd Anna Eltringham 0782 6524038 
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Over the last few  months we have been running a series of 
articles entitled ‘Where are they now’. This letter seems to fit 
our theme very well.

13
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Revd Harvey Richardson’s current devotional 
series ’Change Your Mind’ has really got us 
thinking. Tracing the thought patterns from the 
time of Jesus through the ages is something 
that is possibly unfamiliar to most of us. However as we listen we 
realise how important it is to understand how people viewed the 
world and to see how they made sense of Jesus teachings in early 
times. The subject is presented in a very interesting and straight 
forward way.       On  Dec 3rd  we have the third in this series when 
we shall move on to medieval thinking patterns. It is entitled ‘From 
dogma to ..........?.
Our final meeting of 2009 will be on Dec 10th.   It has a nostalgic 
theme. Members will be reminiscing on a  particular Christmas that 
they have enjoyed. We will be hearing poetry and music. We shall 
be having festive refreshments ( as always there will be fayre for 
diabetics !). Everyone is invited to enjoy our special Christmas 
event !   From time to time we have these ‘home-grown’ events and 
they are always popular ! Come and join us.....you are sure of a 
warm welcome!

Jean Beecher

�����������
DEMELZA NEWS 

Thank you to all  who attended the quiz  in 
October. The sum of £931.71 profit was 
made! Anne Pardon raised £423.80 at her 
coffee morning so we are all stunned to 
have raised over £1350.00 in 2 weeks.  
Our next outings are at Fairfield Hall in the 
foyer from 1-5 December – selling 
Christmas cards at all performances and 
our ‘Bag a Bag’ stall will be at the SPRA  
Community Market on  Dec 12th.
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On Guild Sunday Stephen Mares preached and here is just a 
part of his very interesting sermon.

A doorway to Faith 

I take you to the West Indies and to a Church 
that had shutters on the windows – or rather 
openings -no glass. I once preached in a 
church like that – and it was a fascinating 
and challenging experience. People passing 
by would stop at the opening – and listen for 
a while before heading off on their way. It 
wasn't quite open air preaching in manner of 
John Wesley – but neither was it hidden 
away behind closed doors. Here was worship 
taking place before the world – and with the 
world sometimes stopping to listen.  That image has stuck with me 
over more than 30 years – because it's something of how the 
Church always ought to be. We are not living our lives, saying our 
prayers etc. for ourselves alone – but for the world. And it is part of 
our calling to be sharing that good news – that's what the final 
commission at the end of Matthew's gospel is all about. Go and 
make disciples of all nations.

Of course there are many ways of seeking to do that – not all of 
which we may be comfortable with. But one of my concerns is that 
we may have shut off some of the doorways into faith (or the 
church) that we once had - we have metaphorically closed the 
shutters.

The Guild at its best can be one of those doorways – a gathering 
that friends can be invited to without the discomfort that worship 
can bring! 

I believe we need to be considering opening up the doorways to 
faith – finding ways to allow others to come to share our one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism. That's a task for the whole church and not 
just the Guild. I invite you to continue to think how people may find 
their way to faith here. 
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Jenny Crook writes:

If you are planning to put in an entry or entries to next March’s Talents 
Festival, please fill in an entry form (to be found inside a copy of the 
syllabus) and hand it to me with your entry fee(s) by Sunday 3 rd January .

Practical entries  (such as stories, mini sagas, poems, limericks, 
knitting, patchwork, cross stitch, lace making, soft toys, dough craft, 
collage, photographs, cards, paintings, drawings and computer designs) 
will need to be given to me by Sunday 17 th  January . 

Performing entries  (such as singing, instrument playing, verse 
speaking, scripture reading, plus cookery) will be presented on the day 
of the Festival, Saturday 6 th  March at Shirley Methodist Church . 

If you are reading this in early December you still have 
plenty of time to prepare your entries, as well getting ready 
for Christmas! It may help to put the important dates 
highlighted above on your calendar!

Anyone (over 19 years) who wishes to make a soft toy frog  
(knitted) or turtle (not knitted) who has not found a pattern, I can supply 
them!

Remember: “Nothing ventured, nothing gained”!

���������	��	��
��������
�����������

   Stainer’s Crucifixion will be sung at  Christ Church on Palm Sunday, 
28th March 2010 at 6.30 pm. Singers from all churches in the circuit are 
invited to join the  choir.  Workshops at Christ Church will be held on:

             Sunday 17th January    Saturday 20th February   Sunday 21st March

All at 2.30-5.00 pm.

An additional workshop will be held at Shirley  on
 Friday 15th January at 7.30pm 

        A final rehearsal will be held on the afternoon of 28th March.

Contact Margaret King 8777 3770 or  Alan Hickox (020 8654 7027)
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Sunday Morning Club News

On the first Sunday in November we had a quiz about the story of 
Noah’s Ark and talked about our responsibilities towards animals. 
The children drew pictures of some endangered species; the 
older young people each worked with a younger partner. 

On Remembrance Sunday we welcomed some Brownies to our 
meeting, where we discussed how some possessions and other 
objects reminded us of people and events. The children 
recognised the poppy as a symbol to remind us of those who 
have given their lives in wars. We talked about symbols of peace 
and the youngsters worked in two groups to create rainbow 

collages which remind us of God’s 
promise. On the remaining Sundays in 
November Sunday Morning Club has 
been working on its entry for the Talents 
Festival in March. The subject of the 
frieze is ……….Noah’s Ark!
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The following members of our church community would like to 
wish their friends in the church a very happy Christmas &  a 

peaceful New Year .
��������������������������������������������

��������

 Instead of buying cards this year some of us are donating the 
money to charities including  the St Barnabas Chapel at Mayday. 
Cheques for St Barnabas can be made out to Mayday Healthcare 
Care Charity Funds C539. These should be put in an envelope 
and given to Jenny Crook or one of the stewards.
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Across
1  Provisional meeting place of God 
and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7  David’s third son, killed when his 
head got caught in a tree (2 Samuel 
18:14–15) (7)
8  They ruled coast of S America in 
the 15th/16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and 
Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 
21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 WW1 heroine   Edith — (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter plant, together with lamb 
and unleavened bread,
 was the Passover menu for 
anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) 
(4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described 
God’s grace in his hymn   (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

Down
1  ‘ — and see that the Lord is good’ 
(Psalm 34:8) (5)
2  ‘The wicked man flees though no one 
pursues, the righteous are as — as a 
lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3  One of the exiles, a descendant of 
Parosh, who married a foreign
   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4  He escaped from Nob when Saul 
killed the rest of his family joined David 
(1 Samuel 22:19–20) (8)
5  City and lake in Central Switzerland 
(7)
6  ‘Offer your bodies as living — , holy 
and pleasing to God’ (Romans 12:1) 
(10)
9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 
49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by 
God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used 
in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1)     (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ 

(John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 
13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to 
give him the 
name Jesus, 
because he will 
— his people  
from their sins’ 
(Matthew 1:21) 
(4)
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                       BROWNIE PACK HOLIDAY

The theme was Wizard of Oz so our leaders were 
Dorothy, Toto and Wizzy. When we arrived at Copps 

Cottage our parents helped us to make up our bunk beds  
and then they said bye bye. That was hard but we knew 
we would be having fun and once we started giggling we 
never really stopped! ( true !)  We were in teams; 
scarecrows , lions and tinmen.  Its hard to say what we 
liked best but here are some ‘highlights’ We made our 
own pizzas with loads of toppings, we had eggy bread 
with Marmite for the first time, banana and custard 
slopped all over the floor when we were serving it and one 
girl’s sausages seemed to be alive as they leapt from her 
mouth so many times. We had jobs to do as well as 
having fun......... like cleaning ( even the toilets 
........wearing rubber gloves was fun ). We went horse 
riding, had long walks, listened to really funny bedtime 
stories about a little girl called G.L, had a very sunny 
picnic, and while exploring the woods we found where a 
sparrow hawk had been eating breakfast. We went star 
gazing in the fields. That was really scary as we saw  
torches coming through the woods ........ we heard voices 
too ... so we made loud spooky noises to scare them off !  
( We discovered later that they were young scouts on a 
night hike who were scared witless by us !! ).  We had a 
challenge in the woods when we had  to find the Wicked 
Witch of the West & splash water over her to kill her. We 
had a party and dressed up as Munchkins and had a 
talent show ‘Oz Factor’.( Brown Owl was Simon Cowell )  
We made hearts from wire & beads and decorated back 
packs. Brown Owl and Tawny Owl say that we were the 
best yet !  No-one woke in the night and we were all 
asleep by 9.30 ! ( true ) One thing wasn’t nice, during an n 
installment of  our bedtime story  ..... .there was power cut 
and our cottage was suddenly very very dark. Luckily 
Brown Owl found a torch fast and Tawny Owl found the 
fuse box !( quite a scary moment for the leaders too !) The 
tooth fairy came twice in one night when both Morgan & 
Chloe lost a  tooth.        We can’t wait to go again !
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MENCAP Christmas cards are available from Heather Tarling 
for £3 for a pack of 10.

Did you know that a group from MENCAP help with cleaning & 
gardening twice a month? 

Shirley Neighbourhood Care will be running a lunch club each 
Thursday on our premises .....starting in the New Year. 

Watch out for details ! 
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Christmas is a wonderful time to reflect on light amongst darkness. I 
remember profoundly Rev John Pritchard cradling a small baby at a 
service on Christmas Eve and reading the immortal words that begin 
the Gospel of John: “In the beginning was the Word … and this light 
gives light to everyone …” He said he’d always managed to find some 
willing parents to loan him their infant and the effect had always been 
an inspiring time of worship.

I have successfully been operated on and have spent some of the 
recuperation reflecting on children, young people and the world they 
live in. Shoeboxes have been piled up for Sierra Leone, Nativity 
Services and Christingles are in preparation and an excitement that 
encompasses peace and goodwill is in the air.

We have an amazing number of children and young people meeting for 
various events in our Circuit. It would probably equate to an additional 
congregation if we were to gather them all in one place - an eighth 
church almost! As growing characters they bring light to an adult world 
in the innocence of some of their remarks, as adults we can bring light 
to the young in the ways we nurture them.

Alistair and I had the challenge of supporting a young man from the 
Downsview Youth Group last year. He had witnessed a fatal shooting 
at Streatham Ice Rink and then, shortly afterwards been made 
homeless. He has found a small job and a place to live and knows the 
Croydon Methodist Circuit to be a community that has helped him. We 
would now like to help him repay the loan he had from Parchmore’s 
Benevolent Fund for an accommodation bond and help him clear his 
conscience. Consequently, you will find Christmas Cards, that include a 
CD from the Shetland Isles of ten Carols set pleasantly to guitar, for 
sale in your churches. If you are able to help with the sale of these I 
would be very appreciative. They are £1.99 each or £9 for five.

Thank you for many kind thoughts, prayers and actions whilst I have 
been recovering from hospital. May the Macfarlane Clan wish you all 
health, hope, peace and joy as we celebrate this special season.

Lindsey Macfarlane, 

Circuit Youth Development Officer, 020 8653 2424
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At a recent pastoral meeting it was suggested that a list of useful contacts be 
drawn up.  If you can think of others please let us know .... this is just a start !

NHS DIRECT  0845 4647 (24 HRS)

CROYDON CARELINE TELECARE    020 8726 6501   020 8654 7166

SAMARITANS  08457 909090  ( 24 HRS)

MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE     0800 318 7213

CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE   0870 167 1677

CARERS     0808 808 7777     ( WED /THUR    10-12     2-4)

BENEFIT ENQUIRY LINE   0800 882 200 

NATIONAL DEBTLINE    0808 808 4000

CROYDON COUNCIL - GENERAL ENQUIRIES  020 8726 6000

CROYDON SOCIAL SERVICES  020 8686 4433

SHIRLEY NEIGHBOUHOOD CARE    020 8662 9599

CITIZENS ADVICE     0870 126 4037 

STOP PRESS 

Two of our Brownies, Yolanda & Alara have been 
successful in getting an audition in London for Bri tain’s 
Got Talent ! They will be singing ‘We will rock you ‘.
We shall let you know what happened !!

Woodside Bereavement Service 

Annual Memorial Service “ From Darkness to Light”  
Thursday 10 Dec  at 7pm  - Woodside Baptist Church  

There will be singing by Woodside Junior School followed by a 
short time of reflection when there will be an opportunity to 

remember loved ones.
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Articles for the February issue should be 
submitted by Thursday 22nd January 

The next magazine will be available on Sunday  
31st January    Articles can be placed in the box in 
the Welcome area, or sent to either:

Kate Marsden - 8 Edgewood Green, Shirley (8654 
0872). kate.marsden@tesco.net  or Jenny Crook  - 
29 Bingham Road, Addiscombe (8406 1342) 
jenny.crook@blueyonder.co.uk  

Answers
ACROSS: 1, 
Tabernacle. 7, 
Absalom. 8, 
Incas. 10, 
Roes. 11,
Captured. 13, 
Fright. 15, 
Cavell. 17, 
Cyclonic. 18, 
Herb. 21, 
Sonar.
22, Amazing. 
23, Settlement.
DOWN: 1, 
Taste. 2, Bold. 
3, Ramiah. 4, 
Abiathar. 5, 
Lucerne. 6,
Sacrifices. 9, 
Saddlebags. 
12, Theocrat. 
14, Incense. 
16, Pilate. 19,
Exist. 20, 
Save.

If you have the chance, do look 
at the website - 
www.shirleymeth.org you might 
see your photo there !  
It is updated monthly.If you have 
anything you would like to be 
included ......any photos to share 
... .....   then please let Kate  

�7�K�R�V�H���R�I���\�R�X���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���V�K�R�S�S�H�G���L�Q��
�W�K�H���: �K�L�W�J�L�I�W���&�H�Q�W�U�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V��
�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���V�H�D�V�R�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���Q�R���G�R�X�E�W���K�D�Y�H��
�V�H�H�Q���R�U���X�V�H�G���W�K�H��� ���� �� ���	 ���J�L�I�W��
�Z�U�D�S�S�L�Q�J�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���� �� �7�K�L�V�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q��
�J�R�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �R�Y�H�U�� ������ �\�H�D�U�V�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J��
�Z�K�L�F�K���W�L�P�H���R�Y�H�U���…�����P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
�U�D�L�V�H�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �P�D�Q�\�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���� �R�I��
�Z�K�L�F�K�� �R�Y�H�U�� ������ �� �K�D�V�� �J�R�Q�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �5�R�\�D�O�� �0�D�U�V�G�H�Q�� �+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O����
�S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �/�L�V�D�� �7�K�D�[�W�H�U�� �7�U�X�V�W���� �� �7�K�L�V�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� �L�V��
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���I�U�R�P�������U�G���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���X�Q�W�L�O�������W�K���' �H�F�H�P�E�H�U��
�D�Q�G���I�X�Q�G�V���U�D�L�V�H�G���Z�L�O�O���J�R���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q ���V���D�Q�G���7�H�H�Q�D�J�H��
�&�D�Q�F�H�U���&�H�Q�W�U�H���D�W���W�K�H���5�R�\�D�O���0 �D�U�V�G�H�Q���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O������
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Revd Harvey 
Richardson 

Minister 8676 1237 office@croymeth.plus.com

Revd Eric 
Mckenzie

Associate
Minister

8655 1927 eric@mckenzie9920.fsnet.co
.uk

Fran Byard
 

Senior Steward 8405 3222 fran.byard@blueyonder.co.uk

Elizabeth Smart Pastoral Care 8681 0057 bandesmart@btinternet.com

Sheila Bryant Monday 
Fellowship 

8239 9810

Jean Beecher Guild 8654 2891

Kelynge Green Hall Grange 8777 8460

Pearl Spittle Prayer Chain 
Fellowship 

8654 5894

Lindsey 
Macfarlane

Youth 
Development

8653 2424 lindsey@blue480.fsnet.co.uk

Margaret King Choir 8777 3770 margking3770@btinternet.com

Bill Smart Property 8681 0057 bandesmart@btinternet.com

Kate Marsden Brownies 8654 0872 brown.owl@tesco.net

Margaret Walker

Myrna McHugh
Weekly notices

8777 4888

8645 1572

m.c.m.walker@btinternet.com

Myrna_mchugh@hotmail.com

Rosemary Jones Sunday 
Morning Club

8656 1915 jonesdlbarnfield@btinternet.
com

Heather Tarling Church Council 8656 5961 mike.tarling@blueyonder.co.uk

Christina Lyon- 
Williams

Neighbourhood 
Care

8662 9599 snc@cnca.org.uk

Bill Smart Bookings 
Secretary

8681 0057 bandesmart@btinternet.com

Okon Edeke Treasurer 8777 8385 edeo@doctors.org.uk
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Shirley Methodist Church 

As followers of Jesus Christ, our mission is 

�  to honour God by our daily living as individuals 
and our corporate life as a church

�  to offer God worship which is both lively and 
dignified

�  to offer welcome and care to all, regardless of 
age, status, gender, ethnicity, social class, sexual 
orientation, ability or disability

�  to stimulate one another to grow in our faith 
and develop our discipleship

�  to work with our fellow-Christians in Shirley to 
serve our neighbours and share with others our 
experience of God’s love

www.shirleymeth.org


